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fact, I have, as a member of the Committee on 


Naval Affairs, a bill for the relief of the widows | 


and orphans of officers, seamen, and marines, of 
the United States sloop of war Albany and brig 
Porpoise. This bill I have had in my desk a 
number of weeks, ready to report it, if I could 
cet an opportunity to do so. ‘There were lost in 
the Albany one hundred and ninety-three persons; 
there were lost in the Porpoise about seventy; 
and with all their numerous friends—the widows 


and orphans, the fathers, brothers, and sisters— | 
this House may form some opinion of the number | 
of letters addressed to the Committee on Naval | 


Affairs, inquiring why they had not reported that 
pill, and why there was not some action taken 
upon it? And I have had to state, in answer, 
that, under the rules of the House, I could not 
get an Opportunity to report it. Inow ask the 


House to add to the order about to be made, a | 


clause making it applicable to the standing com- 
mittees, that they may be enabled to do their duty 
to the claimants—have their bills put upon the 
Calendar, not for passage, but to have them placed 
where they can be reached some time during this 
session, or the existence of this Congress. The 
amendment which I propose is as follows: 

That it shall be the duty of the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives to call the committees of the House on 
Friday morning of each week, one hour, in preference to 
all other business, for reports on private claims. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment can be re- 
ceived only by unanimous consent. 

Mr. LETCHER. I object to that; and I will 
state to the gentlemanmy reason. Every Friday 
the Committee on Public Lands come first. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The 29th rule 
of the House provides that Friday and Saturda 
ineach week shall be set apart for the eae 
eration of private bills and private business, in 
preference to any other, unless otherwise directed 
bya majority of the House. Now, sir, a ma- 
jority has the right to decide every Friday and 
every Saturday what class of private business 
the House will first consider—whether they shall 
take up the private bills on the Speaker’s table, 
orwhether they will receive reports from com- 
mittees relating to private business, or whether 
they will go into Committee of the Whole House 
toconsider the bills and other business on the 
Private Calendar. This rule, which sets apart 
Friday and Saturday of each week for the con- 
sideration of private bills and business, does not 
give any one class of private business or the 
business In any one stage of progress, preference 
over any other. It is true that a majority of the 
House may détermine to go to general business; 
may determine to resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union; but, sir, 
it is competent to a bare majority of the House, 
to the exclusion of all other business, to call on 
committees for reports on private claims. It is 
also competent for a majority to determine to take 
up the private bills or other business on the 
Speaker’s table. 

Mr.STEPHENS. As the gentleman from 
Tennessee is now dwelling on an important point 
in this controversy, I ask him by what = of 
the House a majority on Friday can order a call 
for reports from the Commitice of Claims? 

Mr. JONES. The rule which I read—the 
9th rule. 

Mr. STEPHENS. That rule only provides 
that on that day the House shall attend to pri- 
vate business wader the rules of the House. he 
first thing, then, is bills on the Speaker’s table; 
and after that we go into a Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar. 

Mr. JONES. No, sir. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Yes, sir; but the commit- 
tees of the House cannot be called except under 
the general rule for calling them. 

Mr. JONES. Is not the business of the morn- 
ing hour the first business on every day? 

Mr. STEPHENS. No, sir; under the 29th rule 
the morning hour for calling on committees for 
reports is superseded by private bills on private 


bill day. 
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Mr. JONES. And private business. But taking 
the gentleman’s position that it is first in order to 
go to the business on the Speaker’s table: that is 
notthe rule. Under the rules-of the House you 
cannot go to the business on the Speaker’s table 
until you have appropriated one hour toa call on 
the committees for reports. 

Mr.STEPHENS. The universal practice has 


been to consume the morning hour on private bill 


| days in acting on the private business on the 


Speaker’s table. 

Mr. JONES. By unanimous consent. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Not at all; but under the 
rule of the House which appropriates Fridays and 
Saturdays to the consideration of private bills, 
the committees are not called for reports during 
the morning hour. 

Mr. JONES. The gentleman said those days 


| are appropriated to private bills under the rules 





| on the Speaker’s table. 


| bills were got before the House. 


of the House, but the rules of the House rv quire 
that you shall call on committees for reports for 
one hour. For what purpose on Fridays and 
Saturdays? For reports on private claims. Then, 
sir, When you have been one hour at that busi- 
ness, the motion can be made to go to the business 
For what purpose? Tor 
general purposes, if a majority of the House say 


| so; but if a majority say for taking up private 
| bills, then for that purpose. 


Mr. STEPHENS. There is no rule which 
allows the Committee of Claims to be called, 
other than in its order. 

Mr. JONES. | know that there is no rule 
which says that the Committee of Claims can 
be called out of order; but I say tlie 29th rule sets 
apart every Friday and Saturday for the corsid- 
eration of private bills and private business, unless 
the majority shall otherwise order. Why is it 
that you have not called on committees for reports 
on private claims on Fridays and Saturdays? 
Because in your general call on committees they 


are called in order; they make their reports; and | 


those ov private claims are referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the Private Cal- 


endar, and the gregt object on private bill days is | 


to get into committee, take up the private bills, and 
get them back to the House. This day two weeks 
was objection day in committee, and a great many 
Some of them 


are now on the table. I say that they are the 


| first thing in order; but still a majority of this 
| House may say that on this —r they will have | 


the committees called for private business, or the 

will take the private business from the Speaker’s 
table, or they will go into Committee of the 
Whole House, and consider private bills. The 


rule merely sets apart two days of each week for | 


the consideration of business of a private char- 
acter, leaving it to the majority of the House, as 
I think, to determine which class of that business 
they will first proceed with. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 


I demand the 


previous question on the adoption of the resolu- 
om | 


tions. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the 
amendment of the gentleman from Maine? 

Mr. EDIE and others objected. 

Mr. BRENTON. [object to the resolutions 
unless the amendment, or something like it, be 
adopted. : 

The SPEAKER. The objection comes toolate. 
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and move to 
Claims. 

The SPEAKER. They will be so referred 
under the rule which the House has just adopted. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the resolutions were 
adopted, and also moved to lay the motion to re- 
consider upon the table; which latter motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. WALKER. I move that the House re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole for the 
purpose of taking up the Private Calendar. I will 
state that there 1s a manifest justice in going into 
the Committee of the Whole to-day, because on 
the first and fourth Fridays a single objection is 
sufficiert to throw a bill over. There are bills 
now upon the Private Calendar which were not 
reported to the House when it was last in com- 
mittee, because of obiections made upon that day. 

Mr.S?TEPHENS. Let us firstdispose of some 
bills which are upon the Speaker’s table, which 
were reported from a Committee of the Whole 
House a week or two since. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair asks leave to 
present adverse reports from the Court of Claims. 
nd r the statute, the order is, that they shall be 
pla red upon the Calendar, and print d. If there 
is no objection, that order will be made. 


refer them to the Committee of 


No objection being made, it was so ordered. 
Mr. WALKER. L insist now upon my mo- 
tion. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I call for the 
regular order of business, and | make the point 
of order that the order of business on Fridays is 
the call of committees for reports upon private 
claims. ‘The question has been discussed, and 
may as well, as a matter of practice, be decided 
now as at any other time. In my opinion, the 
usage of the House heretofore has been errone- 
ous, and the true rule is the one conterided for 
by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones.] 
ask the decision of the Chair upon the point. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. I appeal to my 
colleague to withdraw his point, because he is 
aware that, under the decision of the Chair when 
the House was last in Committee of the Whole, 
many bills which were objected to, and to which 
the objectors wished to withdraw their objections, 
were not reported to the House, and were left 
upon the Calendar, when in fact there was no ob- 
jection to them. 

Mr. WASHBURN. 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. 


Is this objection day? 
It is not. 
WASHBURN. Well, I will withdraw 


| my point for the present. 


Mr. Watker’s motion was then agreed to. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into a 


Committee of the Whole House, (Mr. Wasn- 


| BuRN, Of Maine, in the chair,) and proceeded to 


the consideration of the bills upon the Private 


Calendar. 
WILLIAM M. F. MAGRAW. 
The first bill upon the Calendar was a bill (H. 


I! R. No. 186) for the relief of William M. F. Ma- 


Mr. BENSON. Is it in order to move that the || 
subject be postponed until Monday next, when || 


the rules may be rr ? 
The SPEAKER. 


tion has been called. 


Mr. BENSON. Then I hope that the call for | 


the previous question will be voted down. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question aneel to be put. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Ritcu- 
1£’s resolutions; and they were agreed to. 

The question then recurred upon Mr. Haven’s 
motion, that the bills be referred to the Com- 
mittec of the Whole,and placed upon the Private 
Calendar. 


Mr. HAVEN. I will withdraw that motion, 


t is not; the previous ques- | 








| 





graw, contractor for carrying the mails on route 
No. 8911, from Independence, Missouri, to Salt 


| Lake, in Utah Territory. 


It provides that, in consideration of Indian 
disturbances, and of the consequent increased ex- 
penses and difficulties of carrying the mails along 
the route No. 8911, from Independence to Salt 
Lake, the Postmaster General is authorized and 
required to allow and pay to William M. F. Ma- 
graw, contractor for the mail service aforesaid, 
$36,000, for the year ending August 18, 1856; 
which allowance shall be in licu of the present 
contract price for said service, and shall be paid 
outof the Treasury. And ‘hat the Secretary of the 
Treasury pay out of the Treasury to William M. 
F. Magraw $17,750 as full indemnity for his 
claim for property stolen and destroyed by the 
Indians, as included in his account filed with the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. And that the 
contract heretofore entered into by William M. F. 
Magraw, for the transportation of the mails on 
gaid route, be, with the assent of said Magraw, 
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annulled from and after August 18, 1856; and that 


the Postmaster General be authorized and re quire d 
to let said contract for the term of four years from 
gaid day, and to advertise for propos ils thers for. 

The memorialist is the contractor for carrying 
the mail on route No. 8911, from Independence, 
Missouri, to Salt Lake, Utah. The service was 
commenced in July, 1854, and the contract price 
was $14,440 per annum, This rate of compen- 
sation was fixed when the Indians living on the 
route were at peace, and when there was no rea- 
son to apprehend that disturbances would arise. 

Soon after the commencement of the service 
the Indians became hostile, rendering it difficult 
and dangerous to transport the mails, and greatly 
increasing the expenditures necessary for that 
purpose. The Postmaster General could afford 
no relief from the unexpected hardships of the 
contract. Application was, therefore, made to 
Congress in December, 1854, and by a clause in 
the Post Office appropriation bill of that session 
the compensation for the service on this mail- 
route was raised to $36,000 for one year, from 
August 18, 1854, with the proviso-thai the Post- 
master General (the memorialist consenting) 
should have power to annul the contract. 

During the year for which provision was thus 
made, the Indian difficulties continued to increase, 
insomuch that, on the 18th of September, 1855, 
General Harney ordered all the trading-posts to 
be withdrawn from the Indiancountry. Most of 
them had been previously abandoned, and the 
change was necessarily disastrous to the mail 
contractor. 

In consequence of the state of facts which pro- 
duced this order, and in advance of the expira- 
tion of the year for which the Appropriation of 
$36,000 was made, the memorialist urged the 
Postmaster General to act upon the proviso con- 
tained in the law, and to release him from the 
further performance of the contract. ‘The De- 
partment, deeming the service of great importance 
to the country, declined to rescind the contract, 
but insisted upon holding the memorialist to per- 
form it, notwithstanding the hardshipsand ruinous 
losses consequent upon the failure of the Govern- 
ment to suppress the Indian disturbances, leaving 
him to seek relief in Congress, where alone, ac- 
cording to the views of the Department, it could 
be afforded. 


Since the 18th of August last, the memorialist | 


has continued to carty the mails at a cost much 
greater than that of the preceding year. In his 
former application to Congress he had submitted 
an estimate, showing the actual cost of the ser- 
vice to be not less than forty-one thousand eight 
hundred dollars, without any allowance for pay 
of agents, or for his own personal services, and 
for the use of his capital. This estimate was 
reduced to $36,000, as already stated; that being 
the whole compensation allowed for the year 
‘ending the 18th August last. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 


House. 


WEST DRINKWATER AND OTHERS. 


The bill next upon the Calendar was a bill (H. 
R. No. 205) for the relief of West Drinkwater and 


others. Itauthorizes and directs the Secretary of 


the Treasury to pay to West Drinkwater, Kings- 
bury Duncan, Jonathan Clark, Samuel Duncan, 
and John Duncan, or to such persons as may be 
legaiiy authorized to receive the same, as. their 
heirs or legal representatives, $33,213 17, that 
being the amount paid into the Treasury of the 
United States,gnd placed to the account of fines, 
penalties, and forfeitures, inconsequence ofa suit, 
the United States vs. sloop Mary and cargo, in 
the district court of Maine, January and April, 
1815; the said sloop having been captured by the 
aforesaid named persons from the British, and 
delivered to the proper authorities of the United 
States in the State of Maine; said sum to be paid 
to the several persons hereinbefore named, or to 
their heirs or legal representatives, in equal parts. 

The Committee of Claims reported an amend- 
ment, as follows: 


Provided, Thatif the Secretary of the Treasury shall be 


satisfied, from the reeords of the distribution heretofore || 


made, that Noah Milles, commander of the boat that cap- 


tured the said British sloop Mary, has not already received | 


bis legal relative share of said prize, then the heirs or legal 
representatives of said Miller shall receive such additional 


sum from the Secretary of the Treasury as will make the’ 


Whote distribution—adding that heretofore made to that now 
made among the captain and crew above mentioned, in 


better government of the Navy.”’ 


The report was read. It appears, from the 
evidence submitted to the committee, that Noah 
Miller, as captain, and West Drinkwater, Kings- 
bury Duncan, Jonathan Clark, Samuel Dunean, 
and John Duncan, Jr., as boat’s crew, all of 
Northport, Maine, captured the British sloop 
Mary, on the morning of 14th of November, 1814, 
in Penobseot bay, and carried her into Camden; 
said sloop was from Halifax, bound to Castine, 
and was laden with a valuable cargo of clothing 
and other supplies for the British troops then 
occupying that place, and was within five or six 
miles of her destination when taken. Her captors 
were offered £10,000 for her ransom, which they 
refused. 

Upon the arrival of said sloop at Camden, she 
was seized by the United States revenue officets, 
and, together with her cargo, decreed, forfeited, 
and confiscated to the United States, and was sold 

| at auction, by orderof the United States court, for 
$69,790 64. It will be seen, on examination of the 
report of T. L. Smith, Register of the Treasury, 
that the expenses attending the confiscation and 
both sales were $3,364 31, leaving the net pro- 

| ceeds of both sales $66,426 34, one-half of which 
($33,213 17) was paid by Josiah Hook, collector 
of Penobscot district, into the Treasury of the 
United States in the year 1815. The other moiety 
vas divided as follows: Josiah Hook, $14,106 58; 
Noah Miller, $14,106 58; and the boat’s crew— 

| the petitioners in this case—reccived but $1,000 
each, although they were promised by Miller 
equal shares with himself, in any and all prizes 
which they might take, as is abundantly proved 
by the affidavits of the petitioners and other per- 
sons, 

The petitioners ask that the moiety, which was 
paid into the United States Treasury more than 

| forty Years agg, be now refunded to them. 

Mr. MILLSON. Mr. Chairman, it became 
my duty, during the last Congress, as a member 
of the Committee on Commerce, to make a report 
upon this bill, or rather upon this claim. ‘The 
claim was then referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and that committee unanimously in- 

} structed me to make an adverse report upon it. 


| I desire, therefore—or rather Ido not so much | 


desire as I feel it my duty, as no other gentleman 
of the House seems to have any familiar acquaint- 
ance with the facts of the caf#—to make such a 
statement of this claim as will, I think, induce a 


‘very general coneurrence of opinion, that it is | 
one that not only ought not to be passed, but | 


| that ought scarcely to be considered. 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia. This bill will give 
rise tosome debate; and as several bills have been 


laid aside to be reported to the House, which will 
consume the balance of the day, I will move, if 


the gentleman from Virginia will yield for that 1] 


purpose, that the committee do now rise. 


Mr. MILLSON. I should be happy, indeed, | 


| to be saved the necessity of making a public 
exposure of this case. If the committee will 
read the report made in the case of Noah Miller, 
I think it would supersede the necessity for any 


discussion of the case. I will, however, if the || 
| House think proper, yield for the motion that || 
i || such a one should pass, should be so amended as 


| the committee rise. 

Mr. BENSON. Weave only laid aside one 
bill to he reported to the House. It seems to 
me that this bill ought to be debated to-day. It 
will not take agreat while. My colleague, [Mr. 


| Kwowiron,] who reported the bill, is familiar || 
| with the facts, and i hope the debate will be | 


allowed to fo on. 
Mr. Cons’s motion was agreed to. 


W. M. F. MAGRAW-——AGAIN. 


So the committee rose; and the Speaker having | 
| resumed the Chair, Mr. Wasnsurn, of Maine, | 
reported that the Committee of the Whole House | 


| had had the Private Calendar under considera- 


| tion, and particularly a bill for the relief W. M. || 


| F. Magraw, contractor for carrying the mail on 
}route No. 8911, from Independence, Missouri, 
| to Salt Lake, Utah Territory, and had directed 
| him to report the same back to the House with- 
out amendment, and with arecommendation that 
| it do pass. ; 
_Mr. PHELPS. I demand the previous ques- 
tion upon that bill. 
Mr. SNEED. Three weeks ago the Commit- 


' 
compliance with the law of 1900, entitled ** An act for the 


_ May 16, 


tee of the Whole reported various bills to } 
House without objection. ™ 

Mr. PHELPS. They will come up 
wards. : 

Mr. SNEED. I make the point of order thy, 
the first bill reported by the Committee of th 
Whole House, when last in session, is now ~ 
first business in order, and that precedence of it 
cannot be obtained in this way for a bil] ola 
down on the Calendar, by going into Committe, 
of the Whole and reporting it. - 

The SPEAKER. The report being made fron 
the Committee of the Whole, that has just ace, 
the only subject before the House for its imo’ 
diate action 1s the bill reported by that committe: 

Mr. SNEED. Two or three weeks aco tl : 
Committee of the Whole reported sundry other 
bills. 

The SPEAKER. Those bills*may be depend. 
ing before the House, but not for its immedia:, 
action. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Thabills reported 
two weeks ago went to the Speaker’s table by the 
adjournment. : 

Mr. SNEED. They ought to come up. 

The previous —s was seconded, and the 


afte r- 


| main question ordered. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time and passed. 

Mr. PHELPS moved to ebeaatias the vote 
by which the bill was passed, and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


SURETIES OF ROBERT KING, DECEASEp, 
Mr. SNEED. I now move to take up the bills 


_ on the Speaker’s table which were reported from 


the Committee of the Whole House, in the order 
in which they were reported. 

The motion was agreed to; and the House ac- 
cordingly proceeded to considera bill (H.R. No, 
135) for the relief of the representatives and sure- 


| ties of Robert King, deceased, reported from tho 


Committee of the Whole House, with an amend- 
ment, and with a recommendation that it do pass, 
Mr. WELLS. I think there isa mistake. | 


| believe a bill for the relief of Anson Dart was 


reported before that one. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. No, sir; this bil! 
was under consideration and I yielded the floor 


| for a motion to adjourn, and of course it is now 


the first bill to be considered. 

Mr. Speaker, in the remarks which I submitted 
upon this bill two weeks ago, I endeavored to 
show the great principle involved in it. I stated 
that pension agents from 1836 to 1847 received 
their appointments and discharged their duties 
under an express provision of law that they 
should have no compensation, unless authorized 
by Congress; and that, during that time, Congress 
and the officers of the Government recognized the 
right of these pension agents to use the money 
in their hands, and they were not responsible for 
any profits derived from its use, provided they 


| were prepared to pay pensions when applied for. 


There may have been some exceptions to that 
rule. 


But this bill, if it passes, or a general bill, if 


to provide that in no case should a pension agen! 


| be allowed this two per cent., or any other com- 
| pensation, unless such pensionagent can establish 
| the fact that he did not use the money of the Gov- 


ernment for his private profit during that period 
of service for which he is now asking compenss- 


| tion. Sir, if they used the money of the Goveri- 
| ment, loaned it at interest, used it in dealing in 
|| exchange, used it in discounting bills of exchange, 
| or in buying promissory notes, and shaving paper 


in the country where they lived, then, under those 
circumstances, they should not be made beneti- 
ciaries of an act of Congress passed at this day. 
By the act of 1846 it is declared to be a penel 
offense for any person, having the custody oF 
charge of the Lublic money of the country, le 
loan it, with or without interest; and from that 
time forward the laws have provided compens@- 
tion ta pension agents of two per cent. for ser- 
vices in kéeping and paying out money to pen- 
sioners in the districts, where they were located. 
Then, sir, itis not known exactly what amoun' 
will be taken out of the Treasury by a general 
bill of this kind. It is true, this is only a bill pre 
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:~ for the relief of the sureties of Robert 
cine, who Was a pension agent, but who is now 
ased. Inmany cases during the time the agent 
some employé or officer of a bank, and the 
. vot the benefit of the money and used it, when 
~ was not required to pay pepsions with. And 
shat Way, in Many Instances they made much 
more than two per cent. upon the whole money 
jich would be in their hands during the year. 
‘ot. gir, for the information of the House as to 
. provable amount which will be required to 
~ allthe cases of this character, if Congress 
‘ld determine to pay them, I will send to the 
Clork’s desk, and have read, a letter from the 
Commissioner of Pensions. 
“The letter from the Commissioner of Pensions 
was read, as follows: 
PENSION OFFICE, pri! 4, 1856. 
Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your note of 
bo Ist instant, relative to a proposed law providing for 
nyensation to agents for paying pensions prior to 1847, 
} requesting information of the views of this office in 
tion to the prepriety of such a law, and the probable 
sount Which would be required for such compensation. 
| niv. | would state— 
| pre sume the period of time during which such compen- 
nto the agents is contemplated by the proposed law 
irefer to, is from 1836 to 1247. 
were paid principally by the United States Bank. There 
were some other agents appointed by the Secretary of War, 
n having charge of pensions. By the act ot April 20, 
jaa6, the law authorizing the United States Bank to make 


sucll payments was repealed, and the Secretary of War 
was authorized to appoint persons or corporations as agents 
to pay pensions, with the proviso that ** no compensation 


orallowance should be made to such persons or corpora- 


is formaking such payments, without authority by law.’’* 


No provision was subsequently made for such compensa 
The reason probably was, because in most instances 
the agents appointed in pursuance of that act had large 
sums of money in their hands which they could use with- 
yt restraint, provided they were ready to pay pensions 
when called for. Im many instances banking institutions 
the real agents and performed the business, some 
officer or other party, by arrangement with them, being the 
nominal agent. ‘This was done with the full undertanding 
thatno compensation was provided for tlfat business, and 
without the expectation of any, except what was had from 
the use of the money in their hands, which was satisfactory. 
ewere, however, other cases of agents appointed be 
fore the passage of the act of April 20, 1836, and some 
‘afterwards, who probably were not in a situation to derive 
ich benefits from the use of the moneys in their hands, 
nd who probably were induced to accept and continue in 
agencies from the expectation that some provision 
would be made for a reasonable compensation to them—an 
rpectation in some instances encouraged by the Depart- 
ment in order to retain them in the service. 

With regard to the first class, [do not see upon what 
ground they can now reasonably ask for compensation. 
There seems to be no equitable claim for any. Butas to 

other class, there scems to be a just claim for a reason- 
ible compensation, both because their services were bene 
ficial, and because they probably were induced to discharge 
them With the expectation that such compensation would 
be made. 

in 1847, when the agents of the act of August 6, 1846, were 
prevented from any use of the funds in their hands, provis- 
ion Was made for a compensation to them ; but that was 
prospective only. 





Prior to 1836 pensions | 


I have not now the information to advise you in which | 


of the classes above mentioned particular agents would 


come. The majority, l presume, were of the first class. | 
Some few days since a bill before the Committee on Pensions 


in the Senate, having a provision relative to this matter, was 
referred to me forsome information from this office. 


the accompanying papers was a printed report of some pro- | 


ceedings had in the Senate at some former session, contain- 
ing some data on this point. Those papers have been re- 
turned by me. 


If you desire, you ean, I presume, on | 


application to a member of that committee, obtain them for | 


examination. 


[have delayed this answer for the purpose of obtaining 


the amount of the payments made by the agents during the 
period from 1836 to 1847. I find, however, that to ascertain 
with precision would require a lengthy examination at the 
‘reasury; and, therefore, to avoid further delay, state an 
esumate only. I think the whole amount exceeded twenty- 
five million dollars. A compensation of two per cent. fo all 


tie agents of both classes above mentioned would therefpre | 


require $500,000. 

. lhe above estimate is made from minutes obtained from 
the Register of the Treasury of the requisitions made for 
funds to pay pensions from 1836 to 1847, and therefore is, 
probably, near correctness. 

lam, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

J. MINOT, Commissioner. 
Hon. Georas W. Jones, House of Representatives. 

Mr JONES. It appears from this letter, as the 
Opinion of the Commissioner, that there are two 
Classes of these pension agents—that is, that some 
of them did use the money placed in their hands, 
and that there may be some who did not; and 
that he can see no ground on which those who 
used it should receive compensation now. Thus, 
“ir, 1t would be necessary, if this were a general 


suenemneseyeeseibaan 


dw, to insert the proviso which I suggested, that | 


no one should receive this compensation unless 
ie should satisfactorily establish the fact that he 
ad not used the money in his private business. 
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It also appears, from that letter, that there was 
some $25,000,000 distributed by pension agents 
from 1836 to 1847, and that the compensation, at 
two per cent. on that amount, would be $500,000. 

3ut, sir, this isa private bill for the relief of the 
sureties of Robert King,a former pension agentin 
Knoxville, Tennessee. The facts, as alleged in 
this case, are—as I understand them—that Mr, 
King, while agent, regularly made his returns, and 
in making these returns he generally, if not uni- 
versally, deducted the two per cent. which he 
claimed as his compensation; that the accounting 
officers of the Government received his accounts 
in that way, and that when he finally vacated the 
office—by death or otherwise—the amount of 
two per cent. on the distributions which he made 
appeared as a balance against him on the books 
of the Treasury; that that is the balance for which 
the suit is now brought; and that his sureties 
knew nothing of it for years afterwards. 

Now, sir, under the impression that that is 
the state of facts, and not being willing to hold 
any person responsible for the errors, or neglect, 
or failure, on the part of the Government of the 
United States, through its officers, to do its duty, 
I am willing that the sureties of Mr. King shall 
be released. And let his case, then, come in, so far 
as his heirs may be interested in getting this 
money, under some general law, if one shall be 
passed. For that purpose I will offer the follow- 
ing amendment in lieu of the bill and amendment 
recommended by the Committee of the Whole 
House: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert, as fol- | 
lows: 
That the district attorney of the United States for the 
district of East Tennessee be authorized, and he is hereby 
directed, to dismiss the suit by him instituted in favor of 
the United States, on the official bond against th® sureties 
of the late Robert King, former pension agent at Knoxville, 
‘Tennessee, and that the claim of the United States, founded 
on said bond, and sought to be enforced in said suit against 
the said sureties, be, and the same is hereby, released and 

discharged. 

This, sir, is intended to release the sureties. 
The Government, it is alleged, has permitted 
these accounts to remain for a number of years; 
and now it has called upon the sureties, who had 
no knowledge, during all that time, thatthere was 
any such claim existing against them as the 
sureties of that agent. The estate of the late 
agent has been administered and distributed— 
some of the sureties have died. Their estates 
have been administered and distributed; and there 


| is, perhaps, but one now remaining against whom 


| of the case, would object to this bill. 
Among || 


the suit is prosecuted. 

This amendment will release the sureties of 
the debt standing against them on the books of 
the Treasury. 

Mr. SNEED. Insert the representatives. 

Mr. JONES. No;I do not want to put in the 
representatives. 

Mr. SNEED. I do not think that a solitary 
member of this House, understanding the facts 
I believe 
now that my colleague—rigid as he is in his 
guardianship of the Treasury—will withdraw his 
opposition when he comes to understand all the 
facts of the case. Whatever may be the objec- 
tions in reference to the class of cases of which | 
my colleague speaks, there can certainly be no 
such objections existing in this particular case. 

But first, as to the class of cases. 
Mr. Speaker, that this Government has no right 
to the services of its citizens without paying a 


| just compensation for those services; and that 


| sation or allowance shall be made to such persons or 


| or previously to 1836, these pension agents were | 
pad by the Bank of the United States; and the | 


this Government has never, by act of Congress || 


or otherwise, sought to receive the services of its 
citizens without compensation. 

A detail of the facts, Mr. Speaker, is the best | 
argument that can be made in this case. In 1836, | 


ank of the United States was amply compen- 


sated by the deposit of the public monéy in its | and theta Weveaceves 94, noes 50. 


vaults, and the use of that public money. 


In 1836, when the deposits were removed, || 


Congress passed the following act: 
“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 


| 
} 
} 
| tives, &c., That all laws and parts of laws authorizing or 


requiring the bank of the United States, or its branches, to 
pay any pensions granted under the authority of the United 
States, shall de and the same are hereby repealed; and such 
payments shall be hereafter made at such times and places, | 
by such persons or eorporations, or under such regula- 
tions, as the Secretary of War may direct; but no compen- 


I maintain, || 


1} 


1251 


corporations for making such payments without authority 
of law.”’ 


> —— 





That law distinctly implied, I think, that Con- 
gress would make an appropriation to pay those 
agents. The whole office of the act, after taking 
away the power of the Bank of the United States 
to make these disbursements, wis to prohibit the 
Secretary of War from making this compensation 
and to reserve that right to make compensation, 
to Congress. It promised that Congress would 
make that compensation. Mr. King, than whom 
the Government never had a better officer, seeing 
that act, and indifferent to the retention of his 
office, promptly gave in his resignation. In addi- 
tion to the implied promise of Congress, the Com- 
missioner of Pensions wrote to this particular 
officerand urged him to retain his office, promising 
him the usual compensation allowed to the Bank 
of the United States. The distinguished Senator 
from Michigan, General Cass, then Secretary of 
War, as he subsequently stated in a speech in the 
Senate, promised that these commissioners should 
be paid. Mr. Polk, when President of the United 
States, recommended to Congress that they should 
be paid. Ev ry Secretary of War has, in turn, 
recommended the payment. Every Commissioner 
of Pensions has recommended that they should 
be paid. These are facts to be found in the offi- 
cial documents. They were place d before the 
Judicary Committee before that committee recom- 
mended the passage of the bill. They are now 
on the Speaker’s table. 

In addition to all that, and which makes this 
case stand out in bold relief—isolated from the 
class of which my colleague speaks—this com- 
missioner, who resigned in 1836, was induced to 
continue in his office by the persuasion of the 
President of the United States and the Secretary 
of War, and he did continue in it until 1842, 
making his returns according to the laws of Con- 
gress, and retaining in his account the two per 
cent. I beg the attention of the eommittee to the 
fact, that the two per cent. was retained in the 
account. In 1842, afier he had rendered his ac- 
count, he died. The accounting officers had not, 
as perhaps they could not have been expected to 
have, notified him that his two per cent. was dis- 
allowed. The bill is for the relief of his sureties. 
His executor is dead, and his estate is distrib- 
uted. This suit is against the only surety, 
to pay the demand of which would prostrate him, 
even if the Government shall afterwards refund 
hisn the money; and this, too, when the officers 
of the Government—the Commissioner of Pen- 

| sions and the Secretary of War—tell us that this 
man ought to be paid. 

I care nothing about the amendment of the Ju- 
diciary Committee. I think it ought not to be 
incorporated. The two per cent. is all that these 
sureties and representatives claim, with the ex- 
ception of some thirty or forty dollars for expenses 

‘incurred, and a small item of double credit of 
twenty dollars. I make no war on that. Lam 
willing to take it as the Judiciary Committee 
reported it. [ now call for the previous ques- 
tion. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

The question was taken cn the amendment of 
| the Committee on the Judiciary, and it was agreed 
| to, as follows: 

Provided, however, That the accounting officer of the 
Treasury shall first adjust the accounts of Robert King as 
| pension agent, «lowing to the defendantsei r him two per 
| cent. on the moneys paid out by hira for all the time he 
acted as such agent, and for which he was never allowed; 
| and that the defendants shall have first paid the baJance, if 

any, which may be found due to the United States. 
| The question recurred on Mr. Jones’s substi- 
tute. 

Mr. SNEED. I hope the amendment of my 
colleague will not be adopted. It wili make the 
| heirs responsible at the distance of twenty years. 
The House was divided on the amendment; 


| Mr. STEPHENS called for tellers. 
Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Sanptven 
| and Sapp were appointed. 
| Mr. LETCHER. If there is no quorum voting 
f now, will this matter come up as the first busi- 
| ness in order on Monday? 

The SPEAKER. It will, as the previous ques- 
tion has been ordered. 

The question was then put; and the tellers 
| reported—ayes 37, noes 44, no quorum voting. 
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EXECUTIVE ¢ OMMUNICATION. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
befor 1 House a message from the President 
of Uw United States, communicating a report from 
the Secretary of the Interior, containing an esti- 
mate of the appropriations required in fulfillment 
of treaty stipulations with certain Indian tribes, 
and recommending that the appropriations asked 
for be made in the manner therein suggested; 
which was referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


UNITED STATES SLOOP OF WAR ALBANY. 


Mr. BENSON, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, reported back 
an act (S. No. 76) for the relief of the widows 
of officers, seamen, and marines, of the United 
States sloop of war Albany, and for other pur- 


ih, 8s; which was referred to a Committee of the 


Viole House, and ordered to be printed. 


And then, on mgtion of Mr. BARKSDALE, | 


(at three o’clock and fifty minutes) the House ad- 
journed until Monday next, at twelve o’clock, m 
IN SENATE. 

Monpay, Way 19, 1856 

Prayer by Rev. Danret Waxpo, Chaplain of 
the House of Representatives. 

The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of War, com- 
municating, in compliance with a resolution of 
the Senate, an estinfate of the cost of removing 


lands in that State; which was read, and referred |} 


to the Committee on Public Lands. 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion of Mr. BROWN, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Aaron Haight Palmer, on | 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on | 


Foreign Relations. 


On motion of Mr. BENJAMIN, it was 


Ordered, That the documents in relation to the claim of | 


jana, for the confirmation of land claims in Louisiana, be 
withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. JOHNSON asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
318) to authorize the investigation and determina- 


tion of asserted titles to the Hot Springs of the | 


Ouachita, in the State of Arkansas; which was 


read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- || 
mittee on Public Lands. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on | 


Claims, to whom was referred the petition of 
Robert Graham, representing one of the heirs of 
Major Genera] Arthur St. Clair, submitted a re- 
port, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 319) for the 


| relief of the heirs of Major General Arthur St. 


Clair; which was read a first time, and passed toa 


second reading. ‘The report was ordered to be | 


printed. 


Mr. BENJAMIN, from the Committee on Pri- | 


‘vate Land Claims, to whom was referred the 


rocks at Hell Gate, in the East river, New York; || 


which, on motion of Mr. Sewarp, was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of the 
executors of John Armstrong, deceased, praying 
for compensation for his servicesas Commissioner 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the United States to Spain in the year 1806, and 
for other public services rendered by the deceased ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 


Mr. HUNTER presented the petition of Han- || the Committee on Indian Affairs, who have had || 


nah Walker, widow of a revolutionary soldier, 
praying to be allowed a pension under the act of 


petition of Martin Fenwick, submitted a report, 
accompanied by a bill (S. No. 320) for his relief; 
which was read the first time, and passed to a 


| secondereading. The report was ordered to be 


printed. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee on Private-Land Claims, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill giving to Joshua Kirby, and the 


widow of John McNeery, a right to enter the | 


land covered by the life reserve of John McNeery 
under the Cherokee treaties of 1817 and 1819, 


| reported that it ought notto be passed. 


1853, and arrears of pension due to her late hus- |} 


band; which was referred to the Committee’on | 
Pensions. 


Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of citizens } tion’ of the report. 


of Maine, praying for the establishment of a de- | 


partment of agriculture at Washington; which 
was referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, resolutions of the Legislature of Maine, | 
relating to the extension of slavery, the admis- 
sion of Kansas into the Union as a free State, | 
and secret political associations; which were read, | 
and ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. WELLER presented a resolution of the 
Legislature of California in favor of the con- 
struction of a mail route and wagon road to con- | 
nect that State with the other States of the Union, 
and the establishment of military posts along the | 
route of the same. 

The resolution was read. 

Mr. WELLER. Some time ago I introduced | 


bill has been reyorted back by the Committee on | 
the Post Office and Post Roads, and is now before | 
the Senate. I shall ask the early attention of | 
this body to that question as soon as the Navy | 
bill, and the Kansas question, and one other im- | 
portant bill, shall have been disposed of. I move, | 
therefore, that the resolution lie onthe table, and | 
be printed. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WELLER also presented a resolution of 
the Legislature of California, instructing their 
Senators, and requesting their Representatives, 





to endeavor to procure for the use of the State 
such books as it would have been entitled to re- 
ceive if it had passed through a territorial form | 
of government; which was read, and referred to | 
the Committee on Territories. 
Also, a resolution of the Legislature of Cali- 
fornia in favor of the immediate adoption of 
measures for extinguishing the Indian title to 


RICHARD W. THOMPSON. 
Mr. TOOMBS. i nave a report to make from 


under consideration the message of the President 
in relation to the claim of Richard W. Thomp- 
son. They report that no further legislation upon 
the subject is necessary, and ask to be discharged 
from its further consideration. I move the adop- 


Mr. WELLER. I hope the report will lie 
over. 

Mr. DODGE. I move that the report just made 
from the Committee on Indian Affairs be printed. 


| In submitting this motion, it may be necessary 


that I should make an explanation. [ introduced 


a resolution, some two months ago, calling upon || 


the President of the United States for information 


| in relation tocertain Indian treaties, in which the 


|| Menomonees, who live in the State which I in 
|| part represent, are interested, as well as many 


citizens of the State. Morethan a month since, an 
answer was received from the President, through 


| the proper Department, and by some casualty the 


papers were referred to the Committee on Indian 


ie ‘di me al the || Affairs. I was advised of that fact, but expressed 
a bill providing for the transportation of the || an unwillingness to call the attention of the com- 


United States mail overland to California. That || 


mittee to the subject until the appearance of their 
chairman, [Mr. Sesastian,] whom I see in his 
seat to-day. 

The information communicated by the Presi- 
dent is important in relation to matters in which 


| the Menomonee Indians are deeply interested. 
| My resolution called for the facts; I suppose the 


President has given them. For the information 
of the public, as well as the Senate, I ask that the 
report made by the President, and now returned 
by the Committee on Indian Affairs, with the ac- 
companying papers, be printed. 

I make these explanations to account for the 
delay which has taken place in this matter. How 
the papers got to the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs I do not know. If I had been present when 
the report of the President was communicated to 
the Senate, I should have asked for the printing 


of the papers; but | was absent when they were 


i 
| 
| 


referred to that committee. I now submit the 
motion that the papers be printed. 


| country, inasmuch as an appropriation of mon, 


| whole subject may be presented. 











Mr. TOOMBS. I knowof no objection to the. 
course (although the papers are very voluminoy., 
except this: there was a very long report from, 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, which th. 
committee did not deem precisely pertinent to the 
issue, and there was also a reply of the oppos:., 
party. Ifthe Senator desires the printing { all 


! 
: : Sialj 
move to amend his motion so as to have printed 


also the answer of the party assailed, together 
Bt lt 


3 of || with the report. It was also s i 
the legal representatives of Pierre Cazelan, late of Louis- || P ubmitt d to the 


committee. 

Mr. DODGE. I have no objection to that I 
wish the whole subject-matter presented to the 
is to be made hereafter. y 

Mr. TOOMBS. That is fair, in order that the 

The PRESIDENT. The question is Onagree. 
ing to the report of the committee. - 

Mr. STUART. The Senator from Californig 
desires that that part of the subject may lie over 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair did not 
understand. 

Mr. WELLER. I believe thisisa fina] report 
of the committee against additional legislation, 

Mr. TOOMBS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WELLER. That is a question Which 
ought not to be passed upon by the Senate wit). 
out the information necessary to comprehend jt, 


Mr. STUART. I hope that the papers 


So 


gether with the report, will first be printed, and 


then we can act advisedly. 


Mr. WELLER. That would be the bette 


; course. 


The PRESIDENT. The consideration of the 


| report will lie over. 


Mr. TOOMBS. Very well. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on print. 
ing the report. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I move to include in the order 


| for printing the reply of Mr. ‘Thompson. 


Mr. DODGE. [ accept that amendment. 
The motion as amended was agreed to, 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE, 
A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Cuttom, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that the House had passed the following 


| bill and joint resolution; in which they requested 


the concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. No. 135) for the relief of the 
representatives and sureties of Robert King, de- 
ceased; and 

A joint resolution (J. R. No. 16) in reference 


| to the sufferers at the Cape de Verde Islands, 


WIDOW OF GENERAL ROGER JONES, 
Mr. HALE. On my motion a day or two 


| since, the Senate passed a bill (S. No. 302) for the 


relief of the widow of Adjutant General Roger 
Jones. I have since learned that the object which 


|it was proposed to accomplish by the passage 


of the bill will be effected by an amendment 
an appropriation bill formerly passed. 
Mr. WELLER. I believe that bill was passed 


| on last Thursday, and is it not too late nowt 


move a reconsideration ? 
Mr. HALE. There has been but one legisla- 


| tive day intervening—Friday. 


Mr. WELLER. [believe a motion for the r- 
consideration of a bill must be made on the day 
of its passage, or the succeeding day. 

The PRESIDENT. The motion can be made 
within two legislative days. . 

Mr. WELLER. [ hope, then, that the bill will 
be reconsidered. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from New 
Hampshire moves to reconsider the vote passing 
the bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HALE. I move that the bill be a. 

Mr. MASON. Would it not be as well to let 
it lie on the table? I have no information in re- 
gard to the subject. 

Mr. WELLER. I can give all the information 
necessary in one moment. The Senator front 
New Hampshire introduced a bill for the relief ot 
the widow of Adjutant Roger Jones, which wes 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
He brought to me three different reports that had 
been made by the Committee on Military Afiairs 
on this subject, commencing with one made by 


the present Secretary of War when at the head o! 


that committce. The committee examined those 
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_oports; and, being perfectly satisfied that the bill 
cnoht to pass, reported it back to the Senate. 

Th Senator from New Hampshire informed me 

that the bill had twice passed the Senate; but al- | 
ways failed in the House. Now, it appears that | 
it did not fail in the House, but was passed some | 
two years ago; therefore, of course, itis improper | 
shat we should pay the money again. - 
Mr. HALE. The Senator is mistaken in one | 
When a friend of General Jones called | 


th 


r spect. 


» me, 1 went to the docket, and ascertained that || 
on! 


the bill had passed the Senate twice, but had | 
neve r been passed in the House. That is the fact. | 
After the death of General Jones, which created 
come impression In the city, an amendment was, 
ntrary to the rules, pe in one of the } 
appropriation bills, by which the result proposed 
to be effected was attained. That fact has been 
communicated to me since; and therefore the bill 
( ight to be rejected. 

Mr. WELLER. My statement was correct, 
however; it has been passed by both branches. 

Mr. MASON. Ihave no information about 
the subject. If the Senator from California be 
accurate in his information—as doubtless he is— 
of course I make no objection. 

Mr. WELLER. I have my information from 
the Secretary of War. 

Mr. HALE. So have I. 

The bill was indefinitely postponed. 

VETO MESSAGES. 


A message was received from the President of | 
the United States, by Smwey Wesstenr, his Sec- 
retary, returning, with his objections in writing, | 
the act to remove, obstructions to navigation in 
the mouth of the Mississippi, at the Southwest 
Pass and Pass a ]’Outre; and the act making ap- | 
propriations for deepening the channel over the 
Saint Clair flats, in the State of Michigan. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. We have just received a 
messagé from the President of the United States, 
giving his reasons for refusing to sign the bill 
passed by Congress for the improvement of the 
mouth of the Mississippi. I desire to have that 
read, and some time appointed for the considera- 
tion of it in accordance with the requisitions of | 


c 


the Constitution. 1} 


The Secretary read the message, in which the | 
President sets forth the object of the bill to be to 
appropriate a sum of money to be expended, under | 
the superintendence of the Secretary of War, 
“for the opening and keeping open ship channels 
of sufficient capacity to accommodate the wants 
of commerce through the Southwest Pass and | 
Pass a |’Outre, leading from the Mississippi river 
to the Gulf of Mexico;’’ and adds that, in a com- 


of Congress on the 30th of December, 1854, his 


munication which he addressed to the two Houses || 


views were exhibited in full on the subject of the || 


relation of the General Government to internal 
improvements. 
the constitutional impediments which, in his 
mind, were insuperable to the prosecution of a | 
system of internal improvements by means of 

appropriations from the Treasury of the United | 
States; more especially the anitiiaeetiies that the 

Constitution does not confer on the General Gov- 
ernment any express power to make such appro- 
priations; that they are not a necessary and —— 
Incident of any of the express powers; and that 


the assumption of authority on the part of the | 


Federal Government to commence and carry on 
& general system of internal improvements, while 
exceptional for the want of constitutional power, 
18 In other respects prejudicial to the several inter- 


ests and inconsistent with the true relation to one | 


another of the Union and of the individual States. 

hese es he says, apply to the whole 
sysiem of internal improvements, whether such 
improvements consist of works on land or in 
navigable waters, either of the sea-coast or of the 
terior lakes or rivers; and he has not been able, 


after the most careful reflection, to regard this | 


bill in any other light than as part of a general 
System of internal improvements; and therefore 
he feels constrained to submit it, with his objec- 
Uons, to the reconsideration of Congress. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I should like to have some 
4y appointed that will suit the convenience of 
e Senate, for the purpose of proceeding to the 
consideration of this message of the President. 
o-day, I believe, the floor has been assigned to 
¢ Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. SumNER.] 
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To-morrow the Senator from Virginia [Mr. || be a saving of time. I do not apprehend that we 


Mason] has the floor on the naval bill. We 
may possibly not finish that bill to-morrow. I 
oropose, with the assent of. the Senate, that 
hursday be assigned for the consideration of 
the President’s message. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. [I feel it to be my duty to 
call the attention of the Senate to the fact, that 


during the last week we fixed to-day to go on | 


with the Kansas discussion, with the understand- 
ing that we should proceed with it from day to 
day, uninterruptedly, until finished. I certainly 
shall feel compelled to object to the arrangement 
| which my friend from Louisiana suggests, but | 

leave the matter to the decision of the Senate. 

If it be their wish to consider at once what they 


may regard as a paramount question—the dispo- | 


sition of these messages—be it so. I have no 
desire to obstruct the course of business which 
the majority of the Senate shall deem proper to 
fix; but I think we are losing too much time by 
| the practice of taking up a bill, having an essay 


|| upon it, laying it aside, again having another 


written essay, and then laying it down again; so 
as to have, upon the whole, no discussion at all. 
I hope that we may either postpone the Kansas 
question now, and not take it up for some time, 
or proceed with its consideration, and keep on 
with it until we dispose of it. In the way in 
which we now proceed with it, the subject loses 
all its interest. Speeches are made upon it to 
which we may desire to reply, but when one 
speech is heard the subject is postponed for a 
week, and we have no opportunity. By such a 
course of proceeding the interest in the subject 
'is lost. I therefore ask the Senate to consider 

whether they will proceed now with the consid- 
eration of the Kansas bill from day to day, until 
it be disposed of, or whether they will fix a later 
period for its decision ? 

Mr.SEWARD. The Senate will undoubtedly 


remember that there are already before the Senate 


| 


shall consume much time in discussing the prin- 


ciples involved in the veto messages; while the 
subject to which the Senator from Illinois alludes 
will undoubtedly occupy more time 
It will be recollected by the Senat 
is a large number of bills now on the C 
reported from the Committee on 
volving precisely the same principle with those 
accompanying the veto messavres, What shall 
be the action of the Senate on those measures ? 
If it be found that there is no majority in the 
Senate and in the House of Repres itives suffi- 
elently large to counteract the objections of the 
Preside nt, it would certainly be entire ly useless 
to press their consideration “upon either branch. 
On the other hand, if it be found that there are 
ample majorities to pass this bill into a law, not 
withstanding the objections of the-President, the 
Senate will knuw in what manner to proceed in 
relation to the other measuses. 
sons, I think the suggestion just made by the 
Senator from Louisiana is one which should com- 
mend itself to the Senate as better calculated than 
any other course to hasten the action of the body 
on al] the questions before it. ; 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I would simply suggest 
to the Senate that it is not at all probable that 
the bill now before us will lead to any extended 
debate. We have been, I believe, discussing the 
subject of internal improvements for nearly every 
session the last ten years. Almost every Senator 
has had an opportunity of presenting his views 
to the country; and itig. very probable that, when 
| the bill is taken up of Thursday, the Senators 
present will content themselves with giving a vote 
| when the yeas and nays shall be called upon it. 
| | imagine that those persons who are friendly to 


that there 
vendar, 
Commerce, In- 


For these rea- 
} } 


| this system of improvements will scarcely deem 


a large number of bills reported by the Committee | 


on Commerce, of the same character with the two 
which have been vetoed; and that those bills con- 
stitute a large part of the unfinished business 


with further action, or to expedite the further 
action of the Senate on those bills: but I suppose 


which presses on the consideration of the body. | 
I do not know, of course, that a discussion of | 
these veto messages will result so as to dispense | 


| it will have the effect to do one or the other, either | 


| 
| 
| to induce the Senate to relinquish further attempts 


to ne them, or else to expedite their passage 
without any considerable debate or argument. 


|| Under these circumstances, it would seem to me 


| economical, in regard to time, to dispose of the 
veto messages as soon as the convenience of the 
| Senate will permit. 

Then, again, the Constitution, it will be recol- 


|| lected, requires of the Senate, when a bill is re- 
He set forth, on that occasion, || 


turned by the Executive, that they shall ** immedi- 


| 
| 
|| ately’’—I think is the language of the Constitution 


—proceed to the consideration of the subject and 


determine it. We have heretofore settled for 


i} 


it necessary to consume the time of the Senate in 
discussion. We do not expect to change a vote 
by it. The opinion of every Senator is made up, 
and, I presume, the opinion of every intelligent 
man in the country is made up on this subject. 
Nothing will be gained by discussing it, and I 
doubt whether we shall have to int rrupt the 
business if we take it up now. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
up now? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 
resent. 

Mr. HUNTER. I do not wish to interfere 
with the efforts which other Senators are making 
to have their bills assigned as special orders. 1 

merely rise to give notice that to-morrow, 1n the 
morning hour, I shall ask the Senate to take up 


Why not take it 


The Senate is not full at 


|| the bill making appropriations for the consular 


ourselves the meaning of the word ‘‘ immediate ”’ | 


|| to have regard to our practical convenience, but | 
| not so as to amount to postponement or unneces- 


sary delay. It strikes, me then—and I believe 
such is the view of the Committee on Commerce, 


| take up this subject on Thursday, the time indi- 

| cated by the honorable Senator from Louisiana. 

| Mr. WELLER. I hope this question will not 

| be postponed until Thursday next. The naval 

| bill is now under consideration, and in my judg- 
ment no practical good will result from that dis- 
cussion. The Kansas question of course isa 


be disposed of before I asked the Senate to pro- 


| In my opinion that is a bill of er import- 
|ance at the present moment. I shall feel it my 
| duty, entertaining the opinions which I do in re- 
| gard to our present condition with foreign Gov- 
ernments, to ask for the early consideration of 
that measure. It provides for the manufacture 
of fire-arms and for increasing the number of our 
| ordnance. 





roceed to the consideration of that bill, and shall 
insist on a decision upon it at the earliest moment. 
| Mr. HAMLIN. 


| the suggestion which has been made by the Sena- 


who have charge of this interest—that we should | 


| 
| very important one. I was anxious that it should | 


ceed to the consideration of the three million bill. | 


I shall this week ask the Senate to | 


I re the Senate will adopt | 


and diplomatic expenses of the Government. I 
think that if the Senate will take it up to-morrow 
we may pass it during the morning hour. 

Mr. STUART. I wish to suggest to the Sen- 
ator from Louisiana the propriety of considering 
this question to-morrow. But for the fact that 
the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Sumner] 
holds the floor to-day, by previous appointment— 
and the universal courtesy of the Senate so far 
as | know will not allow us to interfere with him— 
I should ask the Senate to proceed to the consid- 

| eration of this message now. I think the Senator 
from Massachusetts is entitled to the floor to-day, 
and I therefore suggest to the Senator from Louis- 
iana to name to-morrow for the consideration of 
1] the veto. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 1 yield to that suggestion. 
I should have proposed to take the vote now; but 
I think it is due toSenators who may be ab- 
sent, that they should know when the vote on so 
important a question is to be taken. 

Mr. MASON, The action of the Executive in 
withholding his approbation from a bill, and 
especially a bill of this character, is one that I 
|| should say deserves the very grave consideration 
of the Senate, as I doubt not it will receive. The 
|| Senator from Louisiana suggests the subject has 
| been thoroughly discussed in former days, and 
|| he presumes the opinions of all persons in the 
|| Senate and the country are made up on it. He 
|| may be correct; but the theory of the Govern- 
ment, the theory of the Constitution, is, that the 
| Senate or the House, where the bill originates, 
|| shall proceed to reconsider it. It may be that the 

reasons urged by the President for his veto may 
| have greater weight when they are reconsidered 


| tor from Louisiana, because I believe that it will || than the reasons which were urged at the time 
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whi mothe 
think its 
directed towards it, and that the absent Senators 
may have an opportunity of coming in. If the 


hill was passed. Agreeing with hin, I 
on occasion When some notice should 


action of the President is to be overruled, it must 1] 
of two thirds. I || 


he by a constitutional majorit 
shall interpose no obstacles whatever to any rea- 
sonable time for the reconsideration; but the Sen- 


ate have kindly assented that I should be heard | 


to-morrow onthe naval bill, and I prefer that that 
privilege should not be taken away by interpos- 
ing the action of the Senate on this bill. I under- 
stood the Senator from Louisiana, first, to suggest 
Thursday, I think. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I yielded to the sugges- 


tion of my colleague on the Committee on Com- || 


merce, [Mr. Srvarrt,] and fixed to-morrow. I 


' think we can dispose of it to-morrow without in- 
terfering with the right of the Senator from Vir- | 


ginia to the floor. 

Mr. CASS. Oh, no. 

Mr. MASON. There will be debate upon the 
subject, you may depend upon it, 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The President has given 
us no new objections, 

Mr. STUART. I consider that we are under 
obligations, if the Senator from Virginia requests 
it, to allow him to proceed to-morrow. I would 
therefore suggest Wednesday for the considera- 
tion ef this subject. I believe we are not under 
a promise to hear any Senator on- Wednesday; 
and I think we should consider this subject at the 
earliest day practicable with the common courtesy 
of the Senate. I sugges#/therefore, to the Sen- 
ator from Louisiana, if it will suit him, to name 


Wednesday. 


The PRESIDENT. It is moved to postpone 


the further consideration of this subject until | 


Wednesday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Mr BENJAMIN. 
the message will be printed without an order. 

The PRESIDED tf 


ordered to be printed, 


The PRESIDENT. The Chair will lay before 


the Senate a further message from the President. | 
The Secretary read the veto message in relation | 


to the act making an appropriation for deepening 
the channel over theSt. Clair flats, in the State of 


Michigan; which the President says he submitted | 


for reconsideration, because, in his judgment, it 
was liable to the objections to the prosecution of 
internal improvements by the General Govern- 
ment, which he has oad 


bill under the restriction that the power of Con- 


gress to construct a work of internal improve- || . 
'| journed. 


ment is limited to cases in which the work is 
manifestly needful and proper for the execution 
of some one er more of the powers expressly del- 
egated tothe General Government, he says he has 


not been able to find for the proposed expenditure | 


any such relation, unless it be to the power to 


provide for the common defense, and to maintain | 


an Army and Navy. Buta careful examination 


of the subject, with the aid of information offi- | 


cially received since his last annual message was 


communicated to Congress, has convinced him | 
that the expenditure of the sum proposed would 

serve no valuable purpose as contributing to the | 
common defense, because all which could be || 
effected by it would be to afford a channel of | 
twelve feet depth, and of so temporary a charac- | 
ter that, unless. the work was done immediately | 
before the necessity for its use should arise, it | 


could not be relied on for the vessels of even the 
small draft the passage of which it would per- 
mit. Under existing circumstances, he thinks it 
could not be considered as a necessary means for 


the common defense, and that itis subject to those | 
objections which apply to other works designated | 
te facilitate commerce, and contribute to the con- | 


venience and local prosperity of those more im- 


mediately concerned, an object not to be consti- | 
tuuenally and justly attained by the taxation of | 


the people of the whole country. 
Mr, STUART. 
sage be postponed to the same time fixed for the 
consideration of the other. 
The motion was agreed to; and the message 
was ordered to be printed. 


THE CONGRESSIONA 


that the mind of the Senate may be | 


| to-morrow, at half past twelve o’clock. 
to get through with it in half an hour. 


wey. || Roatan, and the other Bay Islands. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I agree to that suggestion. | 


I take it for granted that | 


| has been some mistake on his part. 


It will require an order. || an early opportunity, when the Senate are more | 


There being no objection, the message was || 


y presented in previous | 
eommunications to Congress. Inconsidering this || 
|| journment; and, 





| as a substitute for the bill. 





I will suggest that this mes- | 


: ter motion was agreed to. . 





Mr. HUNTER. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Finance to report back House bill | 
(No. 152) making appropriations for the consular | 
and diplomatic expenses of the Government for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1857, with 
amendments. I move that this bill be taken up 
by general consent, and made the special order for 


I hope 


The motion was agreed to. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. | 
Mr. CASS. The Senator from Massachusetts | 


| has kindly permitted me to say a word to the 


Senate before he commences his speech. On 
Saturday there was published in the Union an | 


|| extract from a letter of the British Minister in 


this country to his Government. On the same 
day I saw the whole integral letter in what is 
called the English Blue-Book, containing all the 
correspondence and official documents published 
by that Government in reference to the Clayton- 
Bulwer treaty. In that letter, the British Minister 
mentions that he had a conversation with me in 
January, 1853. He has misunderstood two facts | 


GLOBE. 


DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL. | 


__ May 19, 


REWEF TO CAPE DE VERDE ISLANDs, 


The SPEAKER announced that the next busi 
ness in order was the consideration of a Moti, 


atic 
to suspend the rules, made by Mr. W 


HEERLER 


on Monday last, to enable him to introduce the 


A Joint Resolution in reference to the Sufferers at the 


following resolution: 


Cane 
de Verde Islands. m 


Whereas, in consideration of the great destitution now 
existing at the Cape de Verde Islands, the necessity hin 
demands that the inhabitants of those islands should } . - 
relief from the famine which is now destroying them. the 
deep sympathy their condition has excited in this eGinas 
and the benevolent eflurt now making by our people to send 
them immediate relief: Theretore send 

Be it resolved, §c., That, so soon as it shall be hotified ty 


| the President, by any committee of citizens donating a cargo 


| of food for gratuitous distribution on those islands, ths 


. : At he 
be, and hereby is, requested to cause the Secretary of the 


Navy to detail a crew for the vessel provided for the trans. 
portation of said cargo, not exceeding twenty-tive seamen 
and ordinary seamen, and to provide them With rations for 


| four months, said crew to be detailed from any men in the 
| naval service, on the requisition of the commander of the 


| aforesaid. 


that took place, or misunderstood my opinion in || 


two respects. He says that he understood me, 
in this conversation, to say that, after the disclos- 
ure of what may be called the rider to the Clay- 


| ton-Bulwer treaty—that is, the paper signed by || 
| the American and British negotiators restricting 
| the operation of the treaty—if I had known its 
existence, I should not have introduced a resolu-. || 


tion calling for the warrant from the British Gov- | 
ernment establishing a colonial government for 
He also 
states that he understood me to say that I con- 
sidered Roatan and those islands the ‘ depend- 
encies’’ described in that rider to the treaty. 


| The British Minister has wholly misunderstood | 


me—I will not say he has misrepresented me, for 
I have no right to usethat term. 1 presume there 

i 
I will take | 


at leisure than now, to ask them to hear me on 
this subject. 


KANSAS AFFAIRS. 
On motion of Mr. FOOT, the Senate, as in 


| Committee of the Whole, resumed the consider- | 


ation of the bill (S. No. 172) to authorize the | 
people of the Territory of Kansas to form a con- 
stitution and State goveriument, preparatory to | 


|| their admission into the Union, when they have | 
| the requisite population. 


Mr. SUMNER spoke for three hours without 
concluding, when he yielded the floor for an ad- 


On motion of Mr. WILSON, the Senate ad- 


Monpay, May 19, 1856. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Danie, Watpo. 


The Journal of Friday was read and approved. | 
SURETIES OF ROBERT KING, DECEASED. 


| 

The SPEAKER. The first business in order | 
is the consideration of a bill (H.R. No. 135) for the | 
relief of the legal representatives and sureties of | 
Robert King, deceased. Upon that question the | 
House has ordered the previous question; and 
the first question is upon the amendment moved 
by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] | 


| 

| 

HIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
Prayer | 

| 


The amendment was as follows: 

That the district attorney of the United States for the 
district of East Tennessee be authorized, and he is hereby 
directed, to dismiss the suit by him instituted in favor of the 
United States on the official bond against the sureties of 
the late Robert King, former pension agent at Knoxville, | 
Tennessee; and that the claim of the United States founded 
upon said bond, and sought to be enforced in said suit | 
against said sureties, be, and the same is hereby, released 
and discharged. 


The amendment was rejected. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and | 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was | 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. SNEED moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed, and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table; which lat- | 





vessel who shall be commissioned by the donors, or coy). 


mittee of said donors, to deliver said cargo at the islands 


Mr. KELLY. Is this resolution debatable» 

The SPEAKER. It is not debatable on 
motion to suspend the rules, which is the motion 
now pending. 

Mr. KELLY. Would it be in order to hayo 
read a memorial in regard to this matter? c 

The SPEAKER, It can only be done by unan. 


| imous consent. 


Mr. KELLY. I hope it will then be read, in 


| order that members may act intelligently upon 


the subject. 
No objection being made, the letter was read, 


' as follows: 





Most ExcenLent AND REVEREND Sir: The alimentary 
crisis Which manifested itself in various parts of Europe, 
from excessive or premature rains, destroying a large pro. 
portion of the crops, has presented itself in these islands 
ona much more extended scale; for the want of water, 


| during the right season, destroyed the young crop, which 


until that time had given the most flattering hopes of an 


| abundant harvest, whith would have compensated ‘for the 


seareity of the two preceding years; and now the people 
here find themselves struggling with the terrible scourge of 
famine, which is destroying them; and I, as their pastor 
and prelate, cannot and ought not to be insensible to the 


| great evil which afilicts them, especially as [ cannot relieve 


them as I wish in their misery and misfortunes. For this 


|| reason, I have recourse to the well-known charity of your 


Excellency, trusting that you will use your influence with 
the people of your diocese, to open a subscription for the 
benetit of these people, who are withont resources, as also 
with the other most worthy bishops in the United States of 
America, that they may also open subscriptions in their 
dioceses, which should all be laid out in articles of food 
for the relief of these people, the want which they already 
experience, and of which they are victims. _ If your Excel- 
leney assents, as I trust you will, to the petition which I 
make with pity and grief, and which appears to me s0 just, 
so Christian—if your Excellency, filled with compassion for 
this severely-afflicted peopie, should request the other most 
worthy bishops of the United States of America to encour- 
age subscriptions in their dioceses for the benefit of this 
people—if your Excellency will raise your voice (which will 
be echoed trom all parts) to advocate the cause of humanity, 
surely no one in the United States will fail to unite with 
your Excellency in an act of benevolence so pleasing in the 
sight of God—that of feeding the hungry; no one in the 
United States will fail to bend your Excellency their dona- 
tions for the succor of this unhappy people, (whose extreme 
necessity afflicts me excessively, and pricks me to the heart,) 
to alleviate the terrible consequences of a scourge which 
oppresses and carries them to their graves. 

And now, in behalf of humanity, scourged by a terrible 
Visitation, (perhaps the greatest with which Divine justice 
chastises us,) I implore your Excellency to do me this favor, 
which I hope to obtain: for a prelate, adorned with virtues 
like your Excellency, loving his flock, and who in similar 
circumstances would use similar means to succor them, 
cannot refuse to grant the petition of another prelte, how- 
ever unworthy of that high dignity, but who would not 
hesitate to sacrifice himself—to give his life for his flock— 
who begs, who prays, who implores the codperation 0! 
your Excellency to obtain alimentary relief for the said 
flock, which is dying of want and misery, and for whose 
benefit I have already dispensed all that it was in my power 
to bestow. Having exhausted all our own means, it only 
remains for us to appeal tothe charity of the public; and 
‘as the crisis in which these people find themselves is most 
pitiful and grievous, [ have not hesitated for an instant to 
apply to your Excellency, entreating your codperation m 
behalf of this people, who, in spite of the equitable charity, 
though darkened and blackened by slanderers and monopo- 
lists, who hope to thrive and enrich themselves wit) the 
profits they expect to reap from the calamity which afflicts 
this province of islands, and who ought to be filled with 
horror to see their brothers, their fellow creatures, the 
victims of such a terrible scourge, (more especially as this 
scourge is the chastisement of Divine justice)—in spite, i 
say, of the equitable charity dispensed by the Governor 
General of this provingg, who has already availed bimse!l 
of all the pecuniary means on which he could lay lands 
aid them in this great calamity, which extends more or les 
over all the islands of this archipelago, but especially '" 
those of Fogo, Boa Vista, St. Nicolaun, and Santo Anton'0 
-—who has already promoted subscriptions amongst Wie 
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1856. 
eae tiaens persons of these islands—who distributes the 
goat aff 


sone wich have been tran: mitted to him trom various 
ate* 


mmtriess 


ecive them gratuitously who, from their acknowl- 


in articles of food, with such prudence, that, | 
pst making use of them for all who required them, only | 


‘veel poverty, are in such circumstances that they must | 


ven; andall those paying money who, though without 


food, 


yet reverting in benefit to the same poor, procuring for 


m omer kinds of food, by which means the poss and |} 
she 


are not detrauded of the alms which shouk 
k é 


only be 
ied and distributed to them. 


" 


nin, considering the small pecuniary means which the 
Governor Gent ral of this province has at his disposal to aid 
this great calamity, that, if these people are not promptly 
eyecored by public charity, more than twenty thousand 


yersons Will perish, victims of famine. This idea is dread- 


ful, and sufficient to move the compassion, not to say the | 


render heart of your Excellency, and of all the American 
nation, Whose great generosity ‘and philanthropy is well 
;nown to this people by the evident proofs they have re- 
ceived in circumstances identical with those in which they 
now find themselves ; for the relief they received in 1832 is 
ever present to their memories, and graven on their hearts. 

| beseech your Excellency, therefore, to use your influ- 
ence for the benefit of these people, opening a subscription 
in your diocese, and entreating the other most worthy 
jishops of the l nited States of America, with all benev- 
alent people, to imitate the example ot your Excellency mm 
heir diocesses, 80 as to minister to the extreme necessity 
of these people, some of whom have actually sustained 
themselves on the flesh of animals extremely prejudicial to 
health; also on the stalks of the banana and papacira, 
which are equally injurious. 
ple, will never cease to implore the Father of Mercy to 
bestow on your Excellency, and on all the American nation, 


Notwithstanding all this, it is possible, and perhaps cer- 


I, as well as all these peo- | 


nave nevertheless the meuns of purchasing; the | 





his grace, his blessing, and his benefits. God preserve your | 


Excellency. PATRICIO, Bishop of Cape de Verdes. 
Most Excellent and Reverend Joun Hucues, Archbishop 
of New York. 
Vinta De Prata, [stanp oF Sr. Jao, March 12, 1856. 
The question being on suspending the rules 
for the purpose of introducing the foregoing res- 
olution, 
Mr..CRAIGE called for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
Mr. BALL called for tellers. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Jewett and | 


Epie were appointed. 

The House was divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 96, noes 24. 

So, two thirds having voted therefor, the rules 
were suspended, and the joint resolution was 
aabiesdl and read a first and second time. 





The resolution was then ordered to be engrossed | 


and read a third time, and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time. 


The question being on the passage of the reso- | 


lution, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, called for the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 desire to inquire whether 
this resolution only proposes to detail seamen 
from the Navy, to be placed under the command 
of the donors? It does not propose, I believe, 
to detail officers. I think that, if the men should 
go, the officers should go. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is it in order to 
move to amend the resolution, so as to require the 
vessel to bring back as many of these people as 
wish to come to this country, where they can be 
fed? 

The SPEAKER. The resolution has been 
ordered to be engrossed, and amendments are 
therefore precluded. 

Mr. KELLY. This resolution, Mr. Speaker, 
merely proposes to relieve these poor people in 
those islands, who are now in a state of starva- 
tion on account of the blight to their vine crop; 
and it is astonishing to me that any member of 
this House should object to a resolution of this 
kind. Itasks no appropriation of money; it does 
not ask Congress to subscribe a single dollar 
towards relieving them. The generous citizens 
of New York have come forward and held a 
meeting at the Exchange, in that city, and agreed 
to load a vessel with provisions for the use of 
hese destitute people of the Cape de Verds, who 
are now living on the bark of trees, the stalks of 
bananas, and anything else they can pick up to 
save themselves from utterstarvation. Therefore I 
trust that there will be no objection from any gen- 
tleman in this House to the resolution presented 
by my colleague. It merely asks that a crew of 
United States seamen may be given to navigate 
the vessel, in order that relief may reach those 
poor people in time to save them from impending 
destruction. It is not much that is asked, an 
we ought, I thifik, cheerfully grant it. I call for 
-he previous question. 

















Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I hope the gentle- 
man will withdraw his call; I have only a word 
of reply to what he has said. 

Mr. KELLY. I withdraw the call, provided 
the gentleman will renew it. 

Mr. SMITH. Iwill. I would not have said 
a word if the gentleman from New York had not 
expressed very great surprise that any person 
should indicate opposition to this measure. I 
trust I feel as lively a sentiment of humanity as 
any other gentleman on this floor; but, sir, I do 
recognize, although this is not a great maatter to 
be sure—I do recognize sincerely and heartily a 
deep impression of our being convened here under 
limited powers. I have always been under the 
impression that, under the Constitution of the 
United States, this House only had the right to 
exercise certain specific powers; and this is not 
one of them. 

If this be a case of real charity I am willing to 
give something from my private means, limited 
as they are; but I ask gentlemen if there is any 


| power in the Constitution to dothisthing? The 


gentleman says that it is only to supply a crew. 


| | ask if it is not some a donation of money? 


But, first of all, lL want to know—I do not care 
about the amount—how I can, having taken an 
oath to support the Constitution of the United 
States, do any official act recognizing the exist- 
ence with us of a power not granted by that in- 


|| strument ? 


Mr. MILLSON. Willmy colleague allow me 
to make an inquiry of him? 

Mr. SMIFH. Certainly. 

Mr. MILLSON. 1 ask my colleague whether 
he thinks there was any constitutional objection 
to allowing American seamen to go in search of 


| Sir John Franklin? And also, whether American 


men of war, when at sea, do not frequently sup- 
ply provisions to distressed mariners? 


Mr. GALLOWAY. I object to this debate. It || 


is out of order. The roll was being called, and 
there was a response. 

The SPEAKER. Such is the fact. There has 
been aresponse. The matter had escaped the 
attention of the Chair, or he would have echoed 
the debate to be out of order. 


Mr SMITH. The gentleman from New York || 


took the floor, made some remarks, and then 
called for the previous question. He withdrew 
that call at my request. 

The SPEAKER. It had escaped the attention 
of the Chair that there was a response in the call 
of the roll. Debate is not in order. 

The question was taken, and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas i23, nays 24; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, 


| Bell, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Bocock, Brad 


| Flagler, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. 


shaw, Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, Burlingame, James H. 
Campbell, John P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, 
Chaffee, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cullen, Cum- 
back, Denver, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dowdell, Durfec, 
Edie, Edwards, Elliot, Emrie, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, 
D. Fuller, 
Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Greenwood, Harlan, 
J. Morrison Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Hoffman, Holloway, 
Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Hughsten, J. 
Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kennett, Knapp, Kuight, Knowlton, 
Kunkel, Matteson, Maxwell, Meacham, Killian Miller, Mill- 
son, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pel- 
tou, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, 
Puryear, Ricaud, Richardson, Ritchie, Rivers, Roberts, 


| Sabin, Sandidge, Sapp, Savege, Scott, Simmens, Samuel A. 


Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stanton, Stephens, Stran- 
ahan, Swope, Talbott, Tappan, ‘Taylor, Thorington, Thurs- 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRBESIDENT. 

A message in writing was received from the 
President of the United States, by Swney Wep- 
sreR, his Private Secretary. 

Also, a message notifying the House that the 
President had approved and signed an act grant- 


| ing public lands in alternate sections to the States 


of Florida and Alabama, toaid in the construction 


| Ol certain railroads in said States. 


| the murderers. 


| instructions for the prote 
| can citizens in that Territory from outrage, violence, and 
| murder, have been issued to the United States district at- 
| torney thereof, to lay the same before this House. 


AFFAIRS IN KANSAS. 
Mr. GALLOWAY. I ask the unanimous 


consent of the House for leave to introduce the 
folowing resolutions: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to inform the House whether he has any informa- 


| tion, official or otherwise, of the murder of three American 


citizens, named Dow, Barbour, and Brown, residing in the 
lerritory of Kansas; whether any legal steps have been 
taken by the United States district attorney, or any other offi 

cer, for the legal investigatio? thereof and the prosecution of 
Also, whether he has any information in 
regard to the forcible abduction of William Phillips, an 
American citizen, residing in the Territory of Kansas, and 


| of his being carried across to the State of Missouri, and 


there tarred and feathered; and whether any steps have 
been taken by the officers of the United States in that Ter- 


| ritory for the prosecution of the persons engaged in said 


outrage ; also, whether he has any information in regard to 
the tarring and feathering, at the town of Atchison, in said 
Territory, on the 30th day of April last, of Rev. Pardee 
Butler, a Methodist minister, and a citizen of the United 


| States, residing in said Territory of Kansas ; and whether 


any steps have been taken by the United States officers in 
that ‘Territory for the prosecution of the persons engaged 
in said outrage ; also, whether he has any information in 
regard to the sleoting of a Mr. Mace, with attempt to kill, 
atter he had given testimony before the investigating com 
mission of this House. ~ 


Resolved, ‘That the hae" be requested, ifany special 
n and preservantion of Ameri 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Is there in the 
resolutions any request for all information re- 
ceived in reference to the murder of Sheriff Jones, 
and what steps have been taken to arrest the mur- 
derer or murderers? 


Mr. GALLOWAY. There is not; but I ac- 


| cept it as a modification of my resolutions. 


Mr. RUFFIN. I object to the resolutions. I 
am neers to such a string of nonsense being 
introduced here by anybody for any purpose, 

Mr. GALLOWAY. I move a suspension of 
the rules for the purpose of introducing the reso- 


| lutions. 


ton, Todd, Trafton, Tyson, Underwood, Wakeman, Wal- | 


bridge, Waldron, Walker, Cadwalader C. Washburne, 


Israel Washburn, Watkins, Watson, Welsh, Williams, | 
| Woodruff, Woodworth, and John V. Wright—123. | 
NAYS — Mesers. Barksdale, Branch, Cadwalader, Wil- | 


liamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Davidson, Edmundson, 


| Goode, Grow, Sampson W. Harrts, George W. Jones, Keitt, 
| Letcher, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, McQueen, 


| Smith Miller, Phelps, 


tuffin, William Smith, Warner, 
Winslow, and Daniel B. Wright—24. 


So the joint resolution was passed. 


Pending the above call, 

Mr. JEWETT said: My pair with Mr. Lerrer 
has not yet expired, otherwise I would cheerfully 
vote for the resolution. 


Mr. RIVERS stated that his colleague, Mr. | 


Reapy, had paired off for the next two weeks 


| with Mr. McCarry. 


Mr. GREENWOOD said: Mr. Speaker, my 


colleague, Mr. Rust, is still absent, and by an || 


arrangement with the gentleman from Massachu- 


| setts, Mr. Burrinron, my colleague is paired 


off with the gentleman from Massachusetts, Mr. 


| Haut, for another week. 





Mr. CARLILE demanded the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. BROOM. Mr. a I would inquire 


| whether that which is asked for by these resolu- 
| tions is not already provided for by the commis- 
| sion lately sent to Kansas by this House? 


The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order ona 
motion to suspend the rules. 
The question was taken,and there were—yeas 


| 102, nays 55; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Henry 
Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Bocock, 
Boyce, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffinton, Burlingame, James 
H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Clawson, Cling- 


| man, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, 
| Cumback, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edwards, 
| Emrie, English, Flagler, Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gal- 


loway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Harlan, J. Mor- 


| rison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Haven, Hickman, Hol- 
| loway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Hughston, 
| Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Kunkel, Mace, Humphrey Mar- 
| shall, Matteson, Maxwell, Meacham, Killian Miller, Mill- 


son, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Peck, 
Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, 
Roberts, Sabin, Sandidge, Sapp, Scott, Simmons, William 


| Smith, Stanton, Stephens, Stranahan, Tappan, Thoring 


ton, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Trippe, Tyson, Wakeman, 
Walbridge, Waldron, Walker, Cadwalader C. Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, Watkins, Welch, Wells, Woodruff, and 
Woodworth—102. 

NAYS—Mezssrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Bell, Branch, Brooks, 
Broom, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Howell 
Cobb, Cox, Craige, Cullen, Davidson, Denver, Dowdell, 
Edmundson, Eliott, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, 


| Goode, Greenwood, Herbert, George W. Jones, J. Glaney 
| Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, 
| Alexander K. Marshall, Samuel S. Marshall, McQueen, 


Smith Miller, Paine, Phelps, Puryear, Rieaud, Rivers, 
Ruffin, Savage, Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, 
Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Underwood, Warner, Winslow, 


| Daniel B. Wright, and John V. Wright—55. 


So, two thirds not voting therefor, the rules 
were not suspended. 
Pending the call of the roll, 
Mr. WATSON stated that, under his pair, he 
did not feel at liberty to vote. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate by 


4 yey Bere Re wed 


Sony hs 


Terre UE ear LET 


5 
4 
eS 





* 
~ wo 


ae 


ep ee es 


Ie 


- 


at 
| 
ee i 
f 
ih 


ae ene se 


~ 

1256 
Asnury Dicks, their Secretary, announcing 
that the Senate had passed an act (8. No. 262) 
for the re 
in which he 
of the Louse. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


| 


the examination of witnesses on oath, and for that purpose 


| the chairman of such committee shall have power to ad- 


lief of James Davidson, of Kentucky; || 
was directed to ask the concurrence || 


| 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid || 


before the House a communication from the Pres- 
ident of the United States, transmitting a report 


of the Secretary of State, in compliance with a | 


resolution of the House of Representatives of the 


7th ultimo, requesting the President ** to commu- | 


nicate what information he may possess in regard 


to citizens of the United States being engaged in | 


the slave trade, or in the transportation in Amer- | 
ican ships of coolies from China to Cuba and other | 
countries, with the intention of placing or contin- | 


uing them in a state of slavery or servitude, and 
whether such traffic is not, in his opinion, a vio- 
lation of the spirit of existing treaties, rendering 
those engaged in it liable to indictment for piracy; 
and especially that he be requested to communi- 
cate to this House the facts and circumstances 
attending the shipment from China of some five 
hundred coolies in the ship Sea Witch, of the city 
of New York, lately wrecked on the coast of 
Cuba;”’? which, on motion of Mr. PennineTon, 
was referred to the Committee on Forcign Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 
IMPROVEMENT OF MOBILE HARBOR. 

Mr. WALKER. I move that the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Jnion be dis- 
charged from the further censideration of a bill 
(H. R. No. 155) for contigging the improvement 
of the harbor of Mobile, Privama, at Dog River 
Bar, Chocktaw Pass, and to the Lower Fleet. | 

Objection was made. 

Mr. WALKER. I move to suspend the rules. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Upon that motion 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WALKER. 

eas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. A. K. Mar- 
sHALL and WitiiaMs were appointed. 

The House was divided; and the tellers reported 
thirty-three. in the affirmative. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 


I ask for tellers upon the | 


The question was then taken; and there were— | 


yeas 60, nays 57; as follows: 
YEAS — Messrs. Ball, Bell, Billinghurst, Bliss, Brenton, 


Broom, Buflinton, John P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, || 


Carlile, Chaffee, Clawson, Coltax, Cox, Cullen, Cumback, 


Davidson, Dickson, Edie, Edwards, Evans, Florence, Fos- | 


ter, Galloway, Gilbert, Granger, J. Morrison Harris, Haven, 
Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Kennett, Knight, Mace, 
Humphrey Marshall, Matteson, Morgan, Morrill, Paine, 
Parker, Peck, Pelton, Pettit, Pringle, Ricaud, Sabin, San- 
didge, Scott, Simmons, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stan- 


minister oaths, and may appoint aclerk at acompensation 
not exceeding four dollars per day; and, also, that said 
committee may employ one or more civil engineers and 
other agents to make surveys, examine estimates, maps 


and plans for supplying the public buildings and grounds | 


with an abundant quantity of pure and wholesome water ; 
and that said committee report all such evidences, plans, 
and estimates, with such recommendations as 


and grounds can be supplied with water most advantage- 
ously. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. 

Mr. PRINGLE. 
rules. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
to the gentleman from New York that he should 
strike out the preamble. 

Mr. PHELPS. I would inquire of the gen- 
tleman from New York what information has 
been withheld? 
tract prices? 

Mr. PRINGLE. The data upon which the 
estimates were based were withheld. 

Mr. PHELPS. 
the resolution if the preamble is withdrawn. 

Mr. PRINGLE. Well, | will withdraw the 
preamble if it is thought desirable. 

Mr. MEACHAM. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. 
of the gentleman from New York how much it 
would cost to go intothat investigation? I would 


I object. 


ask him whether an estimate has been made of | 


the expense ? 
Mr. PRINGLE. No, sir. 
Mr. BARKSDALE. And what good can re- 
sult from the investigation ? 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 


sary thatehe phraseology of the resolution should 
be corrected. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I would like to in- 
quire of the gentleman from New York whether he 
cannot obtain all the information that he desires, 


have, through the Committee on Public Buildings? 


} . ° 
|} and why not pass a resolution requesting that 


‘ 


committee, or the Committee for the District of | 
What is | 


the necessity for getting up this new committee | 


Columbia, to inquire into the matter? 


at the additional expense which it will entail; and 
that, too, when you are authorizing it merely to 


they may | 
deem advisable as to the manner the said publie buildings | 


Then I move to suspend the 


I would suggest | 


I would state that | 
as the preamble has been withdrawn, it is neces- | 
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and rex er 
| Mr. 1 ATTESON called for tellers on the 


| 40, nays 84; as follows: 


| son, Dodd, Edwards, Flagler, Galloway, Grange 


Mr. MATTESON. I object. 
Mr. GOODE. Why did not the gentleman 


object to the remarks of the gentleman from Ver 
mont? . 


The oT being on suspending the rules, 


Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee, called for the yeas 


yea 
and nays. ers 


Tellers were not ordered. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; and there were—yeas 


YEAS — Messrs. Benson, Billinghurst, Bliss, Buffinto 


Burlingame, Chaffee, Colfax, Cragin, Cumback, Dick, Dick’ 


k 

: r, Grow 
Haven, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Mace, Matteson’ 
Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Paine, Parker, Pettit Prin 
gle, Purviance, Puryear, Roberts, Simmons, Sneed, Stan 


|| ton, Thorington, Thurston, Waibridge, Waldron, and Wa. 
Anything more than the con- | 


son—40. 


NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Allen, Ball, Barbour 


|| Barksdale, Bell, Bocock, Boyce, Bradshaw, Branch, Bren. 


| ton, Broom, Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, ¢ 
|| Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb 
I shall have no objection to 


| Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gilbert, Goode, Greenwood, H 
| Valentine B. Horton, Hughston, George W. Jones, J. ( 


Jartile, 


. » Cox 
Craige, Cullen, Davidson, Denver, Dowdell, Durfee, Ettiotr’ 


Eustis, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, Henry M. Futior 
arlan, 
slancy 


| Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, Knight, Knowlton 


I object to the resolution. | 
I would like to inquire | 





. . . t . . . 
call for information which it may be very impol- | 


itic to have published, in view of the desire of 
certain men to be possessed of that information, 


|in order that they may make their propositions 


| for contracts, &c.? For that reason this resolution | 


| should not be allowed to pass the House. 


ton, Swope, Thorington, ‘Thurston, Tyson, Walker, Cad- || 
| bate now 


walader C. Washburne, Weils, Williams, and Wood- 
worth—60. p 

NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Allison, 
Barksdale, Henry 
Branch, Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, Clingman, How- 
ell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Dick, Dodd, | 
Dowdell, Elliott, Emrie, English, Faulkner, Goode, Green- 
wood, Harlan, Hickman, Valentine B. Horton, George W. | 
Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, 
Samuel 8. Marshall, McQueen, Meacham, Killian Miller, 
Smith Miller, Pennington, Phelps, Puryear, Rivers, Roberts, | 
Ruffin, Sapp, Savage, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, 
Stephens, 
Woodrut!, and John V. Wright—57. 


The SPEAKER voted in the affirmative to 
make a quorum. 


Barbour, 


Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Warner, Welch, | 


So the rules were not suspended, two thirds not 


voting in favor thereof. 
WASHINGTON AQUEDUCT. 
Mr. PRINGLE. I ask the unanimous con- 


sent of the House to introduce the following | 


. 5 
resolution: 

Whereas, on the 7th day of April last, a resolution was 

adopted by this House, requesting the Seerctary of War to 


communicate certain and particular information in regard to | 


the Washington aqueduct ; and whereas, the said Secretary || 


has seen fit to withhold material parts of such information ; 
and, whereas, sufficient facts have never been presented 
to enable Congress to judge with accuracy of the cost of 
the work, or of the propriety of constructing it upon the 
proposed plan: Therefore, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed, consisting of 
five members of this House, who shall proceed to inquire 
into, and collect evidence in regard to, said aqueduct ; its 
manner of construction and the cost thereof ; and also that 
they obtain and report the information asked for by the 
said resolution, which was not communicated by the said 
Secretary. ~* 

Resolved further, That said committee have full power 
to send for persons and papers, and to take copies of any 
and all papers, contracts, or agreements, and to investigate 
fully any matter or thing pertaining to said aqueduct, by 


Bennett, Benson. Bocock, Bradshaw, || 





| eral consent. 


| for? 


The SPEAKER. It is not open to debate. 

Mr. PRINGLE. Then I wish the preamble 
to accom any the resolution. 

M r. C B >. 


Mr. FLORENCE. [ think that the reason 


| why the information has been withheld should be 
| Stated in the preamble, some way or other. 
| not proper that all the information should be 


It is 


fiven. 


| Mr. MEACHAM. I wish to make an inquiry | 


as toa matter of fact concerning this resolution 
—not to debate it. 


The SPEAKER. It can only be done by gen- 


Mr. MEACHAM. I merely wish to ask 


whether the President has not stated in his letter 


to the Speaker that the material facts—all that is 


asked for in that resolution—are ready to be com- | 


municated to the House whenever they are asked 
( He has so stated in his letter. The mate- 
rials are all ready now. 


Mr. PRINGLE. He has only stated that in 


| regard to certain matters. 


ir. MEACHAM. The President has stated 
in his letter that he has withheld the information, 


and that his reason for doing so was, that he | 
| desired to know, by the further expression of the | 
will of the House, whether it wanted the facts | 


communicated. 
Mr. PRINGLE. I am not in favor of asking 


the Secretary of War twice for the same inform- 
ation. 


Mr. GOODE. I would like to make a reply to 
the question put by the gentleman from Vermont. 


I object to the whole of it, with | 
| or without the preamble. 


Letcher, Luinpkin, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Mar. 
shall, Maxwell, McQueen, Meacham, Smith Miller, Mjj- 
son, Peck, Pennington, Phelps, Pike, Ricaud, Richardson 
Rutiin, Sandidge, Sapp, Savage, Scott, Samuel A. Smith, 


| William Smith, William R. Smith, Stephens, Stewart 
a) 


Stranahan, Talbott, Taylor, Todd, Trippe, ‘Tyson, Warner 
Watkins, Williams, Winslow, Woodruff, and John y’ 
Wright—84. 

So, two thirds not voting therefor, the rules 
were not suspended. 


ADJOURNMENT OF SESSION. 


Mr. KEITT. I ask leave to introduce the fo}. 


|| lowing resolution: 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the President 
pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives shall adjourn their respective Houses for 


| the session, on the Sth day of August next, at twelve 


and that there is any necessity for the House to || lock, m- 


Mr. MATTESON. [I object. 

Mr. KEITT. I move to suspend the rules. 

Mr. STANTON. [call forthe yeasand nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 
62, nays 77; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Allen, Barksdale, Bocock, Branch, 


Sroom, Cadwalader, Carlile, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. 
W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Davidson, Dowdell, Edmundson, 


|| Elliott, English, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, Henry M. 
| Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, J. Morrison Harris, Haven, 








Herbert, Hoffman, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, 
Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Mar- 
shall, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, 


trong ’ ; || McQueen, Smith Miller, Paine, Peck, Phelps, Puryear, 
Mr. PRINGLE. | If this matter is open to de- | 


| Smith, William Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, 


Richardson, Rivers, Ruffin, Sandidge, Savage, Samuel A. 


Stewart, Taylor, Todd, Warner, Watkins, Williams, Wins- 
low, Daniel B. Wright, and John V. Wright—62. 
NAYS — Messrs. Albright, Ball, Bell, Henry Bennett, 


| Billinghurst, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffinton, James 
| H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Colfax, Cragin, 


Cumback, Denver, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Ed- 


| wards, Emrie, Flagler, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Galloway, Gid- 


dings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Harlar., Hickman, Holloway, 
Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Hughston, Knapp, 
Knight, Knowlton, Kunkel, Matteson, Meacham, Killian 
Miller, Millson, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, Andrew Oliver, 
Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, 
Purviance, Roberts, Sabin, Sapp, Scott, Simmons, Stanton, 
Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Trafton, Wal- 
bridge, Waldron, Walker, Cadwalader C. Washburne 
Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wells, Woodruff, and 
Woodworth—77. 

So, two thirds not voting in favor thereof, the 


rules were not suspended. 
PAGE FOR THE SERGEANT-AT-ARMS. 


Mr. THORINGTON. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to offer the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be authorized to 
appoint a page for the use of his office, at the same compen- 


sation as that allowed to the pages of the House, to be paid 
out of the contingent fund. ' 


Mr. LETCHER. I object. 

ee ae . I move to suspend the 
rules. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would inquire 
of the gentleman from Iowa whether the Sergeant- 
at-Arms asks for this page? 

Mr. THORINGTON. He does. ; 

Mr. JONES. If he does, I would vote for his 
removal. When I came here the Sergeant-at- 
Arms did all the service himself. © 

The question being on suspending the rules, 
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Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for the yeas || 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. FLORENCE called for tellers. 

‘Yellers were ordered; and Messrs. Cumpack 
and WinsLow were appointed. 

“The House was divided; and the tellers re- 
orted—ayes 85, noes 32. The Speaker voted 
in the affirmative. : 
So, two thirds having voted in favor thereof, 
the rules were suspended. : 

The question recurred on the adoption of the 


resolution. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee 
eas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. , 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 77, nays 53; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ball, Barbour, Barksdale, Benson, Bil- 
linghurst, Boyee, Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, Burlingame, 
Joun P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Clawson, 
Colfax, Comins, Cumback, Davidson, Denver, Dickson, 
Dodd, Dowdell, Durfee, Edmundson, Edwards, Elliott, 
Engiish, Eustis, Evans, Florence, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, 
Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Greenwood, Herbert, | 
Hickman, Hoffman, Halloway, Thomas R. Horton, J. 
Glaney Jones, Kelly, Knapp, Knowlton, Humphrey Mar- 
shall, Maxwell, Meacham, Killian Miller, Paine, Parker, 
peck, Pennington, Pettit, Pringle, Ricaud, Sandidge, Sapp, 
Savage, Scott, Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, William R 
Smith. Sneed, Stranahan, Thorington, Thurston, Wake- 
man, Walker, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Watson, Welch, |} 
Williams, Woodruff, Woodworth, and John V. Wright— 


1 demand the 





77. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Allison, Henry Ben- 
nett, Bocock, Bradshaw, Branch, Brooks, Cadwalader, 
James H. Campbell, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson 
k. W. Cobb, Cex, Craige, Dick, Emrie, Faulkner, Flagler, 
Goode, Harlan, Haven, Valentine B. Horton, George W. 
Jones, Knight, Letcher, Lumpkin, Matteson, Smith Miller, 
Millson, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, Phelps, Pike, Purviance, 
Puryear, Rivers, Roberts, Ruffin, Sabin, William Smith, || 
Stanton, Stephens, Talbott, Taylor, Trippe, Walbridge, 
Waldron, Israel Washburn, Wells, Winslow, and Daniel 
B. Wright—53. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

S. KNAPP. 

Mr. WAKEMAN, by unanimous consent, in 
pursuance of previous notice, introduced a bill 
for the relief of S. Knapp; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
House do now adjourn. 

The House refused to adjourn. 


SURVEY OF HARLEM RIVER. 
Mr. WAKEMAN, by unanimous consent, in 


ursuance of previous notice, introduced a bill 
P ’ 


making an appropriation for the survey of the 








Harlem river; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


PERSONNEL OF THE NAVY. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I ask leave to 
introduce the following resolution. It is a reso- 
lution merely of inquiry, and I do not believe 
there will be a single objection to it: 


With a view “ to promote the efficiency of the Navy,” | 
and to obtain such information as may conduce thereto, 
therefore, it is 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy report to this 
House, with the least practicable delay, the number of 
captains and commanders requisite to perform the sea-going 
duties of the Navy ofthe United States, said officers not to | 
berequired to perform duties ashore as long as fit to be 
afloat, nor to be permitted to be absent from duty, on leave 


or otherwise, more than a year at a time, and then only at 
an interval between voyages of not less than two years’ dura- 
tion. Also, the number of captains and commanders now 
employed in all descriptions 6f shore duty, and where and 
at what, so employed; and how many would be necessary |} 
to perform such duties, if confined to such employments 
alone, and not allowed to be absent from duty more than 
three months on any one year. Also, how many lieutenants, 
masters, passed midshipmen, and acting midshipmen, are 
necessary to perform the duties of the naval service, ashore 
and afloat, diseriminating between sea and shore service, 
said officers not to be allowed to be absent from duty more 
than three months at any one time, or in any one year. Also, 
how many officers of the Navy of all grades are waiting 
orders; and how many are absent from duty on leave ; the 
names of the officers being given in each case, with date 
of the application for orders; and also the date of the leave 
Opposite, in both classes, to their respective names. 


There being no objection, the vote was taken 
and the resolution was adopted. 


CAPITOL EXTENSION, ETC. ~ 


Mr. BALL. Iask the unanimous consent of 


the House for leave to introduce the following || 
resolutions: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be | 
requested to inform this House, at the earliest practicable 

day, what amount of money has already been expended, or 
debts incurred, upon the enlargement of <he Capito! ; and 








THE 








what further amount of appropriations will probably be re- 


quired to complete the same, agreeable to the present plan || 


of construction. 

Furthermore, that he cause detailed information to be 
given upon the following heads, to wit: The cost, per ton, 
when delivered at the Capitol, of the wrought, rolled, and 
cast iron, respectively ; and the number of tons of each kind 
which has been supplied, and the number of tons which 
will still be requirea. 


The cost, per foot, of the various kinds of marble used in | 
said construction ; the localities from whence obtained ; the | 
} amount of each description which has been already deliv- 
ered; and the amount contracted for which is still to be de- | 
livered; and the proportion ef that known as the “ Lee | 
marble’? which has been furnished in blocks of less than | 
thirty cubic fect; and what variations, if any, have been | 


made in the cutting of the marble specified in the original 
contract of Provost, Winter & Co.; and whether such 


| changes, if made, have increased the costof the work ; and 


if so, to what extent; having special reference, in this con- 
nection, to the windows of the principal story, the capitals 
of the pilasters, cornice, &e. 

The quantity of bricks furnished, with the places from 
whence obtained, and the cost, per thousand, of each lot 
when delivered at the Capitol ; the cost, per thousand, for 


| laying up the same, including superintendence, tenders, 


&c.; and whether the said bricks were laid up by contract 
or by the day. 


The number and cost of horses, oxen, wagons, carts, | 


drays, carriages, buggies, or other vehicles, used or employed 
in connection with said extension of the Capitol. 

The cost of shops, sheds, steam engines, turning lathes, 
slotting machines, stone saws, wire cables, derricks, and 


other machinery and tools, the property of the Government, | 


used in said extension. 

Also, what amount of money has been expended, debts 
incurred, or contracts entered into, towards the removal of 
the old dome, and the erection of the new one, upon the 
original Capitol building. 


Also, the number of persons employed as sculptors, mod- | 


elers, bronze workers, &c. ; the prices paid, and under what 
authority of law they are employed. 

And, further, that he cause to be furnished to the House 
alist of the names of all persons employed, within each 


| year, since the commencement of the Capitol enlargement, 


as superintendents, architects, draughtsmen, engineers, 
clerks, inspectors, or receivers of materials, foremen, over- 
seers, messengers, Watchmen, or others employed about said 
work in any capacity other than as workmen or laborers ; 
specifying the particular service performed by each, and 
the amount of compensation. 


That the information here sought be accompanied with a | 


detailed statement of all contracts made in connection with 
this building; stating whether the same have been made in 
all cases after advertisement for bids; and if so, whether 


the contracts have been awarded, in all cases, tu the lowest | 


bidder; and if not, the reasons therefor. 


Post Office Extension. 


Resolved, That the President cause the House to be 
informed as to the amount of granite or marble contracted 


| for or purchased, to be used in the construction of the 


extension of the General Post Office building; from what 


| localities obtained; and the prices paid, or agreed to be 


paid, for each particular description of material. 
The amount expended in shops, sheds, stables, and tools ; 


the amount expended in the construction of derricks, | 


including all hoisting apparatus; the amount expended in 
the purchase of horses, oxen, wagons, drays, carts, &c. 

What portion of the work upon said building is con- 
structed by contract, and what portion by mechanics and 
laborers employed by the day ; together with the prices paid 
and the number of men employed upon each description of 
work. 

The number of days already expended in cutting granite, 
and the number of surface feet now cut. 

The price paid per day, or per foot, for cutting marble, 
the number of days’ work already applied to that service, 
and the number of surface feet dressed. 

The average cost (including superintendence) per foot for 
setting granite and marble. 

The number of tons of iron beams and other metal con- 


tracted for; from whom obtained; and the cost per ton | 


when delivered. 

What other material has been purchased or contracted 
for ; the prices to be paid ; and with whom the contracts, 
if any, have been made. 

The names of all persons employed as superintendents, 


architects, draughtsmen, engineers, clerks, inspectors, re- 1] 


ceivers, overseers, foremen, messengers, watchmen, &c., 
together with the compensation paid to each per day or 
per month; and the particular service which each per- 
forms. 


Mr. GOODE. I object to the resolutions. 


Mr«wBALL. ThenI move a suspension of the 
rules. 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I move that the House | 
do now adjourn; and upon that motion I demand | 


tellers. 


Tellers were ordered; and Mes&rs. Craice and 


TrarFron were appointed. 


The question was put; and the tellers reported, | 


—ayes 41, noes 61; no quorum voting. 

Mr. COBB demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I move that there be a 
call of the House, as we cannot do business with- 
out a quorum. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the 
House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the House 
accordingly (at three o’clock and five minutes) 
adjourned until to-morrow, at twelve o’clock, m. 
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| IN SENATE. 
Tvespar, May 20, 1856. 
Prayer by Rev. Dantrex Waxpo, Chaplain of 


| the House of Representatives. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 

Senate a communication from the Secretary of 

War, communicating, in oe with a reso- 


lution of the Senate of the 14th instant, a copy of 
the report of Lieutenant Colone! Graham, of the 


ment of the navigation of the flats of the St. Clair 
river; which, on motion of Mr. Srvarr, was 
|| ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. PRATT, it was 


Ordered, That the report of the Secretary of War, in re 
gard to the construction of a basin at the terminus of the 
Chesapeake and Ohio canal, at Georgetown, be withdrawn 
from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee 
¥ on the District of Columbia. 


On motion of Mr. SEWARD, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of Jacob Kerr, of 
New Yerk, praying for indemnity for certain land warrants 
placed in the hands of a United States agent, who returned 
them in his own name, be withdrawn from the files of the 
Senate, and referred to the Court of Claims. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, presented a letter 
from the Secretary of War, with accompanying 
papers, relating to the claim of J. B. Ferribault, 
and Pelagic, his wife or the amountagreed upon 
by contract with the Secretary of War, to be paid 
them for the island at the confluence of the rivers 
Mississippi and St. Pierre, on which Fort Snel- 
ling now stands; which, with the papers already 

| on file in relation to the same case, were referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Foreign 
|| Relations, to whom was referred the memorial 
|.of Peter Parker, praying for compensation for 
| services as acting chargé d’affaires at China, sub- 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief; which was read the first time, and passed 
| toa second reading. ‘The report was ordered to 
|| be printed. 
|| He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of J. E. Martin, consul 
|| of the United States at Lisbon, asking for com- 
pensation for services rendered as chargé d’af- 
faires, in the absence of the minister, submitted a 
|| report, accompanied by a bill for his relief; which 
|| was read the first time, and passed to a second 
‘| reading. ‘The report was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. HUNTER. I am instructed by the Com- 
|| mittee on Finance to ask to be discharged from 
|| the consideration of the memorial of the Cham- 
|| ber of Commerce of San Francisco, California, 
|| praying for the passage of an act requiring the 
| goods shipped for the Pacific coast to be described 
|in the manifest; and to move that it be referred 
| to the Committee on Commerce. 
| The-motion was agreed to. 


CAPE DE VERDE ISLANDS. 
The joint resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives (J. R. No. 16) in reference to the suf- 
ferers at the Cape de Verde Islands, was read the 


|| first time, and ordered to a second reading. 

| Mr. SEWARD. I suppose the Senate under- 
|| stands the nature of this resolution. It simply 
| provides that the Secretary of the Navy may be 
authorized to furnish the men to man a vessel, 
which, in the city of New York, has been pro- 
vided and supplied with provisions for the relief 
of the inhabitants of the Cape de Verde Islands, 
who are perishing. The resolution was intro- 
duced by a member of the House from the city 
of New York, and I have the papers to show that 
the vessel is ready to proceed; and, under the 
most accurate and authentic reports from those 
islands, it is apparent that, unless public relief be 
| afforded before the Ist day of July, twenty thou- 
sand inhabitants of those islands are in danger 
1 
| 


| of perishing. The precedent for it is in the case 

|| of the Jamestown, on her visit to Ireland. I hope, 
| after this very brief explanation of the matter, 
| the Senate will suffer the resolution to be passed 
| without a reference. 
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The resolution was read the second time. It 
is as follows: 


Whereas. in consideration of the great destitution now | 
existing at the Cape de Verde Islands, the necessity which | 


demands that the inhabitants of those islands should have 
rehef from the famine which is now destroying them, the 


deep sympathy their condition has excited in this country, | 
and the benevolent effort now making by our people to send | 


them immediate relief: Therefore 

Be it resolved, ¥c., That, so soon as it shafl be notified to 
the President, by any committee of citizens donating a 
cargo of food for gratuitous distribution on those islands, 
he be, and hereby is, requested to cause the Secretary 
of the Navy to detail a crew for the vessel provided for the 
transportation of said cargo, not exceeding twenty-five sea- 
men and ordinary seamen, and to provide them with rations 
for four months, said crew to be detailed from any men in 


the naval service, on the requisition of the commander of 


the vessel who shall be coumissioned by the donors, or 
committee of said donors, to deliver said cargo at the Cape 
de Verde Islands. 

The PRESIDENT. It requires unanimous 
consent to consider the resolution now. 

Mr. BIGGS. I — 

Mr. SEWARD. hope I may be allowed to 
call it up to-morrow morning. 


HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 
The bill (H. R. No. 135) for the relief of the 


representatives and sureties of Robert King, de- 
ceased, was read twice; and, on motion of Mr. 
Avams, referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 
RINALDO AND ANN E. JOHNSON. 
Mr. WADE. I move to take up bill (S. No. 


955) for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Rinaldo Johnson and of Ann E. Johnson, de- 
ceased, It is a private ve Nps has twice be- 
fore passed the Senate, and I presume will cause 
no debate. 

Mr. HUNTER. If the Senator will agree that 
it shall not interfere with the special order for 
half past twelve o’clock, I shall interpose no ob- 
ection. 

Mr. WADE. If it consumes the time of the 
Senate, | will allow it to go over 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. WADE. On looking over this bill I find 
that it needs amendment. It does not embrace 
the whole case. The bill as printed contains 
errors. I wish to add tothe word ‘* warehouse”’ 
an ‘‘s,’’ so as to make it ** warechouses;”’ and 
after the word ** warehouses’’ to insert ** on the 
Patuxent river, in Maryland,’’ so as to make the 


bill read: 


Be it enacted, §c., That the proper accounting officers of 
the Treasury shall audit the claims of the legal representa- | 


tives of Rinaldo Johfhson and of Ann E. Jolingon, for to- 
bacco destroyed by the British in 1°14, at the warehouses 
at Magruder’s Ferry, on the Patuxent river, in Maryland, 


and, om such competent proof as may be exhibited to | 


them within six mouths after the passage of this act, ascer 
tain the quantity and value of their tobacco so destroyed, 
and that the amount so ascertained shall be paid out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to the 


legal representatives of Rinaldo Johnsou and of Ann E. | 


Johnson, deceased. 


Mr. HUNTER. 


always contested. I think it would be better to 


allow it to lie over until Friday, when we shall | 


have a chance to look into pore claims. 
Mr. WADE. 1 was tok 


interested, that he had struggled against this 


class of bills until he had reer the opposition, | 
not make any | 


and I understood that he woul 
further objection. 


Mr. ADAMS. I will state, for the informa- 


tion of my friend from Virginia, that at the last | 


session the Senator frem Delaware opposed this 


claim, but he was overruled by the Senate by a | 
It is one of the | 
clearest cases I have ever seen. There isa woman | 
concerned in this claim; and as we have passed | 


vote of two or three to one. 


similar bills for men, I think there can be no 
objection to it. 

Mr. CLAYTON. 
be here on Thursday; and I hope, out of courtesy 


to him, that the bill will lie over fora day or two. | 


Mr. WADE. I will not urge it if there is any 


probability that the Senator’s colleague wishes | 


to make any further objection to it. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 
Delaware move to postpone the further consider- 
ation of the bill until Friday ? 

Mr. CLAYTON. Yes, sir. 

The motion was agreed to. 


I believe this is a bill which | 
the Senator from Delaware [Mr. Bayarp] has 


| 
, hot by the gentle- | 
man from Delaware, but by one of those who are | 


I believe my colleague will | 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. HUNTER. Imove that the bill (H.R.152) 
making appropriations for the consular and dip- 
lomatic expenses of the Government for the year 
ending the 30th June, 1857, be taken up for con- 
sideration. The motion was agreed to; and the 
bill was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HUNTER. The amendments reported 
from the Committee on Finance are merely verbal, 
correcting the errors of orthography in the names 
of certain places. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER. I am instructed by the com- 
mittee to move an amendment, to strike out in line 
twenty-six, page two, the words **two thousand 
five hundred dollars,’’ and insert ‘tat the rate of 
$5,000 per annum, $5,000,’’ so that the clause 
will read: 

For salary of an interpreter to the mission to China, at 





the rate of $5,000 per annum, $5,000. 

I will simply remark that the Secretary of State 
says he cannot obtain the services of a compe- 
tent interpreter without this additional salary. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

‘The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendments made as in Committee of 
the Whole were concurred in. The amend- 
ments were ordered to be engrossed, and the bill 
to be read the third time. It was read the third 
time, and passed. 


BILLS FROM THE COURT OF CLAIMS. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. As we have half an hour 
before the time fixed for the special order, I hope 
we shall proceed to the consideration of the four 
or five bills on the Private Calendar, which came 
to the Senate from the Court of Claims. They 
were referred to the Committee on Claims, re- 
ported back favorably, and their passage recom- 
mended; and I think it will not take more than 
ten minutes to dispose of them. The parties 
terested have had them before the Court of 
Claims; the court has rendered a favorable judg- 
ment on ail of them; and it is due to those persons 


that there should be speedy action upon them in | 


the Senate. My friend from Rhode Island [Mr. 
ALLEN] says, that in the House of Representa- 
tives the bills from the Court of Claims were 
referred to their Committee of Claims. That is 
true; and those to which I allude, were referred 
to the Committee on Claims of this body, and re- 
ported back favorably; so that the claimants have 
not only the favorable action of the court, but of 
the Senate committee. I ask that they be taken 
up and passed at this time, if there should be no 
objection. If there be objection, of course they 
will go over until Friday. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 
motion of the Senator from Pennsylvania to take 


up certain bills referred to by him, which have | 


been reported from the Court of Claims. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I prefer that those bills should 
lie over. 

The PRESIDENT. It is in order for the 
majority of the Senate to take them up. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 1 withdraw the motion, if 
there is objection. 

TOBACCO AND COTTON STATISTICS. 

Mr. BENJAMIN, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a joint resolution (S. R. No. 
19) for obtaining information in regard to the 
growth and consumption of tobacco and cotton 
in the several countries of the world; which was 
read a first time, and ordered toa second reading. 
It proposes to require the Commissioner of Patents 
to take the necessary steps for obtaining informa- 
tion in regard to the growth and consumption of 
tobacco and cotton in the several countries of the 
world, the expense to be defrayed out of the agri- 
cultural fund. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I am requested to ask that 


| the resolution may be put on its passage at once. 


The Commissioner of Patents says that the agri- 
cultural fund will be sufficient without incurring 
any further expense. 

There being no objection, the joint resolution 
was read the second time, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. It was reported to the 
Senate without amendment, and ordered to be en- 
grossed fora third reading; was read the third 
time, and passed. 

BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. FISH, in pursuance of previous notice, 





May 20, 


asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
making appropriations for the improvement of 
the channel at Hell Gate, East river, in the St ; 

of New York; which was read twice by its title 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce ” 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE, 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Cuttom their Clerk 
announcing that the House had passed a bill 
(H. R. No. 186) for the relief of William M.F 
Magraw. =e 

KANSAS AFFAIRS. 


On motion of Mr. FOOT, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera. 
tion of the bill (S. No. 172) to authorize the pes. 
ple of the Territory of Kansas to form a consti- 
tution and State government, preparatory to their 
admission into the Union when they have tho 


requisite population. 

Mr. SUMNER resumed and concluded tho 
speech which he commenced yesterday. [His 
speech, with some remarks by Mr. CASS, M; 
DOUGLAS, and Mr. MASON, in response 
thereto, will be found in the Appendix.) 

Mr. PUGH obtained the floor. 

Mr. WELLER. If it will meet the views of 

ry friend from Ohio, [ will move to postpone the 
further consideration of this subject until Mop. 
day next. 

Mr. PUGH. That will be agreeable to me. 

Mr. WELLER. Then I move that the fur. 
ther consideration of the subject be postponed 
until Monday next, the Senator from Ohio haying 
the floor. . 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, the Senate ad. 
journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespar, May 20, 1856. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Danze, Wa.po. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


ISAAC ADAMS. 
Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. Before I left for 


home a month ago, the Committee on Patents 
instructed me to report a bill, with a recommenda- 
tion thatitdo pass. During my absence the Com- 
mittee on Patents was called. On account of the 
fact that I would have had the opportunity, had 
I been here, of reporting the bill, J now ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to make the 
report, in order that it may be referred to the 
Committee of ihe Whole House, and printed. 

No objection being made, 

Mr. SMITH reported a bill for the relief of 
Isaac Adams; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion of Mr. MILLSON, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
files of the House the papers in the case of Lieutenant Ber- 
ryman, for the purpose of presentation in the Senate. 


HEBREW CONGREGATION OF WASHINGTON. 


Mr. CUMBACK. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of ‘he House to take up and pass Senate bill 
No. 199, for the benefit of the ihecty congrega- 
tion in this city. It seems that in 1846 a law 
was passed of a general character, conferring 
upon religious societies, without regard to sect, 
the power, through trustees, to purchase and 
hold property fur the benefit of said congrega- 
tions. There seems to be doubt as to whether this 
Hebrew congregation would be included in the 
act, and this bill is simply to put them on the 
same footing, and confer the same privileges, as 
are a by other like associations. It has 
passed the Senate, and been approved by the 
Committee for the District of Columbia. __ 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I object to any business 
to take precedence of reports from the Commitee 
on Public Lands. ” 

Mr. CUMBACK. The passage of this bill 
will occupy but a few moments, an@ I hope there 
will be no objection. I appeal to the gentleman 
from Michigan to withdraw his objection. That 
congregation have a lot, upon which they want 
to build, and they do not think their title secure 
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onder the present law. I ask that this bill, con- 
ming their title, may be passed now. 
Mr. WALBRIDG ki. TheC ommittee on Public 
Lands have been entitled to the floor for a little 
ve rtwo weeks, and out of that time they have 
ot had an opportunity, for two hours, to present | 
the business of that committee; and [ must now 
obic et to any business which interferes further | 
with their right. 


BUSINESS RELATING TO PUBLIC DEFENSE. 
‘Mr. FAULKNER. I ask the unanimous con- | 


THE 


Interior thatany twenty continuous miles of said 
roads are completed, then another like quantity 


| of land hereby granted may be seld; and so, from 
| time to time, until said roads are completed; and 


ent of the House to offer the following resolu- || 


won: 

Resolved, That the 8th, 9th, and 10th days of July next, 
be set apart for the consideration of bills trom the Commit- 
tee On Military Affairs, relating to the public defense of the 
eountry, and that said bills be made the special order for | 
those days. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I object. 

PUBLIC LANDS FOR WISCONSIN. 


Mr. BENNETT, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, reported a bill granting public lands to | 
the State of Wisconsin to aid in the construetion 
of railroads in said State; which was read a first 
and second time by its title. 

Mr. LETCHER. lI ask that the bill may be 
re ad. } 

The bill, which was read, provides that there be 
cranted to the State of Wisconsin, for the pur- 
pose of aiding in the construction of a_railroad 
from the city of Madison to a point on Lake St. 
Croix, between townships twenty-five and thirty- 
one; and from thence to Lake Superior; and also 
from Fond du Lac, on Lake Winnebago, north- 
erly, to the northern boundary of the State of 
Michigan, every alternate section of land, desig- 
nated by odd numbers, for six sections in width 
on each side of said roads. But in case it shall 
appear that the United States have, when the 
line or route of said roads are definitely fixed, | 
sold any section, or any part thereof, granted 
as aforesaid, or that the right of preémption 
has attached to the same, it shall be lawful for | 
any agent, or agents, to be appointed by the 
Governor of said State to select from the lands 
of the United States nearest to the tier of sections 
above specified, so much land in alternate sec- 
tions, or parts of sections, as shall be equal to 
such lands as the United States have sold, or 
otherwise appropriated, or to which the right of 
preemption has attached as aforesaid; which 
lands shall be held by the State of Wisconsin for 
the use and purpose aforesaid: provided, that the 
lands shall in no case be further than fifteen miles 
from the line of the roads in each case, and se- 
lected for, and on account of, said roads: pro- 
vided further, that the lands so granted shall be 
exclusively applied in the construction of that 
road for which it was granted and selected, and 
shall be disposed of only as the work progresses, 
and the same shall be applied to no other purpose | 
whatsoever: and provided further, that any and all | 


lands reserved to the United States by any act of || 


Congress for the purpose of aiding in any object 
of internal improvement, or in any manner for 
any purpose whatsoever, be reserved to the Uni- 
ted States from the operation of the act, except | 
so far as it may be found necessary to locate the 
route of said railroads through such reserved 
lands; in which case the right of way only shall 
be granted, subject to the approval of the Presi- | 
dent of the United States. 
It also provides, that the sections and parts of | 
Sections of land which, by such grants, shall re- 
main to the United States within six miles on each | 
side of said roads, shall not be sold for less than 
double the minimum price. of the public lands | 
when sold; nor become subject to private entry | 
until the same have been first offered at public sale 
at the increased price; that the lands so granted | 
shall be subject to the disposal of the Legislature 
of said State for the purposes aforesaid, and no 
other; and the said railroads shall be and remain 
public highways for the use of the Government | 
ofthe United States, free from toil or other charge | 
Upon the transportation of property or troops of | 
the United States; that the lands so granted to | 
said State shall be disposed of only in the man- | 
ner following: that a quantity of land, not exceed- | 
ing one hundred and twenty sections, and included | 
within a continuous length of twenty miles of | 
said roads, may be sold; and when the Governor | 
of said State shall certify to the Secretary of the | 





1. said roads are not completed within ten poet 


no further sale shall be made, and the lands un- 


| sold shall revert to the United States; that the 


United States mail shall be transported over said 
roads, under the direction of the Pest Office De- 


| partment, at such price as renapees may by law 


direet: provided, that until such price is fixed by 
law, the Postmaster General shall have the power 
to determine the same. 

Mr. BENNETT. I wish to send up to the 


| Clerk’s desk, and have read, a statement of the |! 


quantity of land embraced in this bill. 
The document was read, as follows: 


Estimates of the guqntlty of vacant public lands in the | 
id numbers, embraced in the bill || praad a third time: ; s aan ’ . : 

proposing a grant of alternate sections to aid in the con- lq read a third time; and be ing engrossed, it was 

, on the following described rouses, in | 


|| Mr. BENNETT. 


sections, designated by o« 


struction of railrea 
the State of Wisconsin: 


Miles. Acres. | 
From Madison to Lake St. Croix........... 210 460,800 | 
From Lake St. Crotx to Lake Superior..... 138 207,360 


From Fond du Lac, northerly, to the north 
boundary of Wisconsin.,.......eseeee0+- 155 330,160 


503 1,048,320 








Mr. BENNETT. I move the previous question | 
|| on the third reading of the bill. 


Mr. H. MARSHALL called for tellers on the 
motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Sarre and 
FauLKNER were appointed. 


| ported—ayes 68, noes 50. 





| Kentucky, to state that which 


So there was a second, 
The question being on ordering the main 


| question, 


Mr. ALLISON called for the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. ~ 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 75, nays 72; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ball, Barbour, Barksdale, Henry 


Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bowie, | 


Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, Burlingame, Caruthers, Chatf- 


fee, Clawson, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Comins, Cullen, | 
| Davidson,. Henry Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Dickson, 
Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Henry M. Fuller, Giddings, | 


Gilbert, Granger, Greenwood, Thomas Rk. Horton, Hughs- 
ton, Kelly, Knowiton, Lindley, Mace, Matteson, Maxwell, 
Killian Miller, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Parker, Peck, Pelton, 


Pennington, Phelps, Pringle, Richardson, Sandidge, Sapp, | 


Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, Spinner, 
Stephens, Stranahan, Taylor, Thorington, Thurston, Ty- 


son, Vail, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Walker, Cad- | 


walader C. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Welch, Wells, 
Williams, Woodruff, and Woodworth—75. 


NAYS—Messts. Aiken, Albright, Allison, Bell, Bliss, | 

. Campbell, Carlile, Cas- | 
Cumback, Den- | 
ver, Dick, Sdimundson, Elliott, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, | 


Boyce, Bradshaw, Branch, John 
kie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Cox, Craige 


Thomas J. D. Fuller, sanentele Goode, Grow, Harlan, 
Sampson W. Harris, Haven, H®&kman, Hoffman, Hollo- 


| way, Valentine B. Horton, George W. Jones, J. Glancy | 
Jones, Knapp, Knight, Kunkel, Letcher, Lumpkin, Hum- | 


phrey Marshall, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Morgan, 


Morrill, Murray, Paine, Perry, Pettit, Purviance, Puryear, | 


Reade, Ritchie, Rivers, Roberts, Ruffin, Sabin, Savage, 
Scott, William Smith, Sneed, Stanton, Talbott, Tappan, 


Todd, Trafton, Trippe, Underwood, Warner, and Wins- | 


low—72. 
So the main question was ordered. 
Pending the call of the roll, 


Mr. DAVIDSON said: 1 am requested by the 
honorable Mr. Burnett, a’ Re 


fact—that for the last four or five days he has 
been confined to his room by indisposition, and 
for that reason he has not been in his seat, and is 
not here now. 

The question being on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed and read a third time, 

Mr. STANTON moved to lay the bill upon the 
table, and called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 69, nays 76; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Allison, Bingham, Bliss, 
Bocock, Boyce, Bradshaw, Branch, Brooks, Cadwalader, 
John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, 
Cox, Craige, Cumback, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, Dick, 
Edmundson, Elliott, Florence, Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, 
Galloway, Goode, Grow, Harlan, Hav: 1 Herbert, Hickman, 
Holloway, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kid- 
well, Kunkel, Letcher, Humphrey Marshall, McQueen, 
Smith Miller, Milison, Morrill, Murray, Andrew Oliver, 
Paine, Pettit, Purviance, Puryear, Reade, Ritchie, Rivers, 
Roberts, Ruflin, Savage, Scott, Same! A. Sinith, William 
Smith, Sneed, Stanton, Stewart, Talbott, Trippe, Vail, 
Warner, and Wiaslow—69. 

NAYS—Messts. Alien, Ball, Barbour, Barksdale, Henry 
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esentative from | 
know to be the | 
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Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bishop, Brenton, Broom, 
Hutlinton, Burlingame, Caruthers, Chatiee, Clawson, Wil- 
liamsoa R. W. Cobb, Comins, Cragin, Cullen, Davidson, 
Dickson, Dodd, Durice, Edie, Edwards, Flagler, Henry M. 
Fuller, Gilbert, Granger, Greenwood, Sampson W. Harris, 
Thomas R. Horton, Hughston, Kelly, Kennett, Knapp, 
Knight, Knowlton, Lindley, Mace, Matteson, Maxwell, 
Kithan Miller, Morgan, Orr, Parker, Peck, Pelton, Penning- 
ton, Perry, Phelps, Pike, Pringle, Richarfson, Sabin, San- 
didge, Sapp, Simmons, Williaca R. Smith, Spinner, Ste- 
phens, Stranahan, Taylor, Thoringten, Thurston, Todd, 
Tyson, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Walker, Cadwal- 
ader C. Washburne, Welch, Wells, Woodruff, and Weod 
worth—76. 


= the House refused to lay the bill upon the 
table. e 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee, stated that on 
this railroad bill he had paired off with Mr. Hau, 
of lowa. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 


accordingly read the third time. 
I move the previous ques- 
tion on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. LETCHER. I rise to a privileged ques- 
tion. I move to reconsider the vote by which 
the bill was ordered to, be engrossed and read a 
third time. 

Mr. PENNINGTON, 
tion on the table. 

Mr. LETCHER. The gengleman has not got 
the floor to make that motion. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I rise to a 
question of order. After the bill was ordered to 
its third reading, the gentleman from New York 


I move to lay that mo- 


¢ . || (Mr. Bennertr] gained the floor, was recognized 
The House was dividedj‘and the tellers re- | Ie : 


by the Chair, and moved the previous question. 
The first question, therefore, in order must be on 
seconding the call for the previous question on the 
passage of the bill; and if it be seconded, then the 
previous question cuts offany debate on the mo- 
| tion of the gentleman from Virginia. 
Mr. LETCHER. Allow me to call the atten- 
| tion of the gentleman to an occurrence that took 
place here the other day, where the previous 
question was pending, and where the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. H. Marsuatt] moved to 
reconsider the vote by which a bill was ordered 
to be engrossed. 


Mr. WASHBURN. 


I remember that case, 


‘/and I thought at that time that the gentleman 


from Kentucky had no right to discuss the ques- 
tion; because I remember very well that, when 
the bill to reorganize the courts of the District of 
Columbia was before the last House of Repre- 
sentatives, it was ruled by the Speaker that, on 
a motion to reconsider, debate was not in order, 
and that decision was sustained by the House. 

Mr. LETCHER. Let me say to my friend 
from Maine that, if he thought the other day 
that discussion was not in order in such a case, 
he ought to have said so then, and not waited till 
to-day to raise that point. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to reconsider 
the vote ordering the bill to be engrossed and 
read a third time is in order; but if the question 
of order be raised, the Chair will decide that the 
gentleman from New York having called the pre- 
vious question, debate is not in order under the 

| rules of the House; but the motion to reconsider 
| is in ordér. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
debated the other day? 
|| that I am in order? 
The SPEAKER. 
|| is in order. 

Mr. WASHBURN. But my point of order 
|| is that debate is not in order. ® : 

| The SPEAKER. ‘The previous question being 
|| pending, it is not m order to debate the motion to 
| reconsider. : 

| Mr. LETCHER. The motion to reconsider 
is a privileged questien as I take it, and the 
| other is held in cianen until it be decided. 

The SPEAKER. That is undoubtedly true, 
but the rules of the House preclude debate while 
the previous question is pending. , 

Mr. STEPHENS. On what is the previous 
| question pending ? ; 

The SPEAKER. On the passage of the bill. 

Mr. STEPHENS. That question is postponed 
\| by a privileged question, which is the question of 
reconsidering. The motion to reconsider made 
by the gentleman from Virginia is not affected 
at all, 1 submit, by the call forthe previous ques- 
{| tion on the passage of the bill. 


And how was that bill 
Does the Speaker hold 


The motion to reconside 
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Suppose, at this stage of the proceedings, the 

entleman from Maine should call up the privi- 
ed question of the Nebraska contested-election 
case, surely that could not be affected by the call 
for the previous question. This motion to recon- 
sider is a privileged question, and has nothing at 
all to do with the other. 

The SPEAKER. With the leave of the gen- 


tleman from Georgia, the Chair takes a different 


view. ‘The question to reconsider being a privi- 

leged question, takes precedence of the call for 

the previous question. 
Mr. STEPHENS. 


Certainly it does. 
The SPEAKER. 


Sut it is still subject to the 


rules of the House; and those rules preclude | 
In the case which the gentleman from | 


debate. 
Georgia supposes, where an election case comes 
on, it sets aside the whole business before the 
House, and introduces a new matter, as to which 
the previous question of course is not pending. 
M, COBB, of Georgia. 
gestion to make. By the ruling of the Chair, it 
is placed in the power of any member of the House 
to stop debate; because, if the previous question 


were moved on a motion to reconsider, it would | 


require a majority of the House to second it. 
If the majority voted down the second, the de- 
bate would go on; but when you make the = 
vious question, called on the passage of the bill 

apply to the motion to reconsider, the House is 
forced to dispose of the motion to reconsider, one 


member alone being able to stop debate upon it. | 
Such is my recollec- 


It never has been so held. 
tion of the practice of the House. 
the Chair is clearly wrong. 


I think that 
He allows—and I 


call his attention to the fact—one member, by | 
calling the previous question on one question, to || 
stop debate on another and totally different ques- || 


tion. 
Mr. WASHBURN. 

decides whether it will sustain the previous ques- 

tion or not. 
Mr. COBB. 


to be disposed of before the seconding of the call 


for the previous question on the passage of the | 
We are compelled to vote on the | 


bill is reached. 
motion to recensider without debate, at the in- 
stance of one member of this House. 


tion goes. The decision is clearly wrong; and I 
trust that the gentleman from Maine will with- 
draw his point of order. 
Mr. WASHBURN. 
question of order. I was shut out from debate 
on a proposition under similar circumstances. I 
recollect the case well. 
Mr. LETCHER. 


inquiry of the Chair. If it is not in order for 


me to debate this question—having moved to re- | 
consider—why did the Chairallow the gentleman | 
from Kentucky [Mr. H. Marsnaxt] to debate | 
the question the other day on identically the | 


same motion? 
The SPEAKER. 


different. The gentleman from Kentucky was 


recognized before the previous question was | 
called. He made the motion to reconsider before | 


the previous question was called. That was the 
fact in the case to which the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia refers, 


Mr.LETCHER. Another inquiry, if the Chair | 
Under the decision just made, if the call | 


please. 
for the previous question be sustained, and the 
bill put on its passage, what, then, will become of 
the motion to reconsider the vote by which the 


bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third | 


time? Will it ever be got at? 


The SPEAKER. The genfteman can have it | 


decided now. 

Mr. LETCHER. Then one member prevents 
all discussion on a privileged question. 

The SPEAKER. 
is the same; one member can prevent the House 
closing debate if the view taken by the gentle- 
man from Virginia be correct. The Chair is in- 
formed, by those on whom he relies in matters of 


this nature, that, by the uniform practice of the | 


House, where the previous question is called, 


debate is not admitted on a motion to reconsider; | 


but the motion to reconsider, being a privileged 
question, it is admitted, and will be decided, sub- 
ject only to prevention of debate. 

Mr. CLING**4N. If the Speaker will allow 
me, I will: i nim to two cases in the last Con- 


_aew 


; Ty 
gress, which old members may recollect, where | 





I have a single sug- | 


vill, 


Only until the House | 


3ut the motion to reconsider has | 
It has | 
never before been so held, as far as my recollec- | 


I will not withdraw my 


I should like to make an | 


The circumstances were | 


The effect on the other side | 





the decisions were different from the one now 
made. Those decisions were in unison with the 
uniform practice of the House. The Speaker of 


the last Congress, however, held, toward the close | 
of his term, as the Chair holds in this instance. || 


The first case was that of the clerks’ bill, which 


nia, (Mr. Robbins;) the gentleman from Tennes- 


of the motion. I followed him,and made a speech. 
The second case was that of the indigent insane 


I then took the floor, and moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was ordered to its engross- 





in allowing debate in the cases 1 have mentioned. 


time I never heard a like decision made. 
| Speaker will look out the cases I have referred to, 
| he will find the facts as | state them. The ques- 
| tion ought to be settled one way or the other. | 
| think the current of former decisions is as is 
stated by the gentleman from Georgia. 

Mr. COBB. 


| mind. 


corrected. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


announcedthe result of the last vote, the gentle- 


|| man from New York and the gentleman from 


Virginia rose simultaneously and addressed the 
Speaker. The Speaker, as is customary, recog- 
nized the gentleman from New York, he having 
reported the bill. That gentleman then called for 
the previous question on the passage of the bill. 


the Chair, and then moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
| and read a third time. g 

and takes precedence, I think, of the call for the 
previous question. Under the privileged motion 
the call for the previous question stands as though 
not made atall. It is in abeyance until the mo- 
| tion to reconsider is disposed of. Now, if the call 
for the previous question, made by the gentleman 
from New York, can operate to exclude all de- 
| bate on the privileged motion of the gentleman 


motion; and indeed that motion cannot be made 
tion. I am aware that the Speaker of the last 


great noise and excitement in the Hall, make a 


| decision similar to that made by the Speaker on | 


the present occasion. I appealed from that ruling; 
but as I was then, as I am frequently now, 
in the minority, the majority voted to sustain the 
decision of the Chair. I thought the decision 


now. 

Mr. WASHBURN. A single word. 
make a statement which will, | think, place this 
case in the clearest light. 
question ordered now: would any gentleman con- 





tend that it would not be the first business of the | 


House to vote on the question—the House having 


ordered the main question to be put, which is, || 
Shall the bill pass? Of course that would be the | 
first question in order. The House declares that | 
the question shall be now taken on the passage | 
The bill is passed. The gentleman /|/- 
from New York rises to a question of privilege, | 
and moves to reconsider the vote by which the 


of the bill. 


bill was passed; and also that the motion to re- 
consider be laid on the table. 


cannot possibly get at the other motion to recon- 
sider. ‘The gentleman from New York has called 
for the previous question, and the House can do 
nothing but sustain, or refuse to sustain, that call. 
If it be voted down, then the question comes up 
in order on the motion to reconsider, made by the 
gentleman from Virginia, and it may be debated. 


was brought in by a gentleman from Pennsylva- | 
see [Mr. Jones] moved to reconsider the vote | 


by which the bil! was ordered to be engrossed | 
and read a third time, and made aspeech in favor | 


bill. Mr. Bissell called for the previous ques- | 
tion on the passage of the bill, as 1s done to-day. | 


ment and third reading, and madea speech against | 
| the bill. ‘Those cases will be found in the Globe. 

Subsequently the Speaker of the last Congress | 
| told me that, on a reéxamination of the case, he | 
| came to the conclusion that he had been wrong | 


He then held as the Chair now holds. Up to that | 
If the | 


I have no distinct recollection of | 
any decision on this question, but my opinion is | 
| based on reasons which are very clear to my | 
Whatever have been the decisions in the | 
last or preceding Congresses, I think that the | 
present decision is a wrong one, and ought to be | 


When the Chair 1 


The gentleman from Virginia was recognized by || 


It is a privileged motion, | 


from Virginia, then it takes precedence of that || 
at all, for it only can come in asa privileged mo- || 


House of Representatives did, when there was | 


was wrong then, and | entertain the same opinion || 
I will | 


Suppose the previous | 


The latter motion | 
is agreed to. Then the gentleman from Virginia | 
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If it be sustained, then the House declares that 

|, it will now aoe to vote on the main questi; 

| Shall the bill pass? It will be competent to place 

|, the matter beyond the motion of the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. Is not the MOotio; 
to lay on the table a proper motion after the call 
for the previous question ? 

The SPEAKER. After the motion to recon. 
sider, it is in order to move to lay that motion 
on the table. 

Mr. FULLER. It isin order, notwithstand. 
|| ing the call of the gentleman from New York fo, 
| the previous question? 

The SPEAKER. Undoubtedly; but the ques- 
tion is to be decided without debate. [y th, 
opinion of the Chair the motion of the gentleman 

| from Virginia is in ene Motion 
of the gentleman from New York. Itisa priv- 
ileged question; but under the rules of the House 
it must be decided without debate. The call fo; 
the previous question cuts off all debate; but the 
privileged question will be received and passed 
upon by the House. The Chair is of the opinion 
that it 1s the logical conclusion from the rules of 
the House that this question should be decided 
without debate. The difficulty suggested by the 
|“kentleman from Virginia is the same on one side 
| as it is on the other. If a member move to reeon- 
sider, the previous question having been called, 
then, if he be allowed to debate it, one member 
cuts off from the House the right to close debate. 
If, as the gentleman from Georgia says, a mem- 
ber has the right, but cannot debate it, it puts it 
in the power of the member calling the previous 
question to cut off debate. But that is under the 
rules of the House. The difficulty is the same 
in the one case as in the other. 

Mr. LETCHER. It is not often that I appeal 
from a decision of the Chair; but L consider this 
/one so manifestly wrong, that I think I should 
not do justice to myself, or do justice at least to 
_a large minority of this House, if I did not appeal 
| in this case, to see whether or not thereis a delil- 
| erate purpose to choke off all debate. 

Mr. ORR. I desire to make an inquiry of the 
Chair. Has the previous question been sustained? 

The SPEAKER. _Ithas simply been called by 
| the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I demand the yeas and 
|| nays upon the appeal. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

| ‘The question, ‘* Shall the decision of the Chair 
|| stand as the judgment of the House?” was then 
| taken; and it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 
92, nays 38; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Ball, Barbour, Barelay, Barks- 
|, dale, Henry Bennett. Benson, Billinghurst, Bishop, Bliss, 
|| Bradshaw, Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, Burlingame, Lewis 
D. Campbell, Caruthers, Chaffee, Clawson, Clingman, 
| Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Cragin, Henry Winter 
Davis, Timothy Davis, Dickson, Dodd, Edie, Edwaris, 
Emrie, Flagier, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Greenwood, 
Grow, Harlan, Hickman, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, 
Valentine B. Horton, Hughston, Kelly, Kennett, Knapp, 
Knight, Knowlton, Lindley, Mace, Humphrey Marshall, 
Matteson, Maxwell, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, 
Andrew Oliver, Orr, Peck, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, 
Pike, Pringle, Puryear, Reade, Ritchie, Rivers, Roberts, 
Sabin, Sandidge, Sapp, Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, Wil- 
liam R. Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, 
| Thorington, Thurston, Trafton, Wakeman, Walbridge, 
Waldron, Walker, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wells, Woodruff, and Wood- 
| worth—92. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Bocock, Bowie, John P. Camp- 
| bell, Caskie, Howell Cobb, Cox, Craige, Cumback, Dick, 
| Eliiott, Florence, Foster, ‘Thomas J. D. Fuller, Galloway, 
Sampson W. Harris, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, 
Keitt, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, McQueen, Smith Mil- 
ler, Millson, Ruffin, Savage, Scott, William Smith, Sneed, 
| Stephens, Stewart, Taylor, Trippe, Vail, Warner, Wins 
low, and Daniel B. Wright—38. 


So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
‘Aspury Dicxrys, their Secretary, informing the 
| House that the Senate had passed a bill (H. R. 

No. a making appropriations for the consular 
| and diplomatic expenses of the Government for 
the year ending 30th June, 1857, with amend- 
ments; in which he was directed to ask the con- 
currence of the House. 


WISCONSIN LAND BILL—AGAIN. 
The question then recurred upon Mr. Lercuer’s 
motion to reconsider the vote whereby the House 


ordered the bill to be engrossed and read a third 
time. 
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Mr. BENNETT, of New York. I move to | 


lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 
“\ir. CUMBACK. I demand the yeas and nays. | 
The yeas and nays were ordered. || 
Mr. MILLSON. I rise to a question of order. 
My colleague has made a motion to reconsider; | 
the Chair has decided that itis not now a debat- | 
able motion, because the previous question has | 
been demanded. But is not my colleague still || 
entitled to the floor upon the motion to reconsider, 
to be discussed when it shall be in order to discuss 
it,after the previous question shall have exhausted | 
itself; and can any other gentleman have the floor || 
for the purpose of moving to lay that motion of 
my colleague upon the table? yt: 
The SPEAKER. Thegentleman from Virginia 
who moved to reconsider is entitled to the floor 
for any purpose except for debate; but he is not | 
etitled to the floor so far as to remove from the 
House, or from the session, the question which | 
js now to be decided by the House. Therefore, 
the Chair stated that the first motion was the 
motion to reconsider; and the gentleman from 
Virginia not holding the floor and claiming it for 
any purpose, the Chair recognized the gentleman 





from New York, who moved to lay the motion 


to reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. LETCHER. How could I claim the flo@ 
in any way so as to keep the gentleman from | 
New York from making that motion? The Chair | 
stated that I did not claim the floor; and I want 
to know if there is any way in which I can do it, 
for, if there is, | want to hold on to it. 

The SPEAKER. It is the usual practice of | 
the House, and according to parliamentary cour- | 
tesy, that where a member makes a motion he is | 
first entitled to the floor upon that question. He | 
is entitled to it for any purpose except debate, 
such as a motion to postpone, to adjourn, &e. 

Mr. LETCHER. How can I hold the floor? 

The SPEAKER. It is impossible for the 
Chair to suggest. 

Mr. LETCHER. 


vr st. 





The question was then taken upon Mr. Ben- || 


NETT’S mopion ; and it was decided in the affirm- 
ative—yeas 80, nays 57; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ball, Barbour, Barclay, Barksdale, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bishop, Bowie, Bren- 
ton, Broom, Buffinton, Burlingame, Lewis D. Cainpbell, 
Chaffee, Clawson, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Comins, Cragin, 
Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Denver, Dick- 
son, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Evans, Flagler, 
Henry M. Fuller, Gilbert, Granger, Greenwood, Sampson | 
W. Harris, Herbert, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Hor- 
ton, Hughston, Kelly, Knowlton, Lindley, Humphrey Mar- 
shall, Mattesen, Maxwell, Killian Miller, Morgan, Andrew 
Oliver, Parker, Peck, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pike, 
Pringle, Richardson, Sabin, Sandidge, Sapp, Simmons, 
William R. Smith, Spinner, Stephens, Stranahan, Thor- 
ington, Thurston, Todd, Walbridge, Waldron, Walker, | 
Cadwalader C. Washburne, Isracl Washburn, Watson, 
Welch, Wells, Williams, Woodruff, and Woodworth—280. 
NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Allison, Bliss, Bocock, Boyce, 


Branch, Cadwalader, Carlile, Caskie, Clingman, Howell i 


Cobb, Colfax, Cox, Craige, Cumback, Dick, Edmundson, | 
Elliott, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, | 
Galloway, Goode, Harlan, Haven, Hickman, Holloway, 


That is what I want to sug- || 





George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kidwell, Knight, 
Letcher, Lumpkin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, 
Morrill, Paine, Puryear, Reade, Rivers, Roberts, Ruffin, 
Savage, Scott, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Sneed, 
Stanton, Stewart, Talbott, Trafton, Trippe, Vail, Warner, 
and Winslow—S57. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 

Pending the call of the roll, * 

Mr. PETTIT stated that he had paired off 
with Mr. Mace. 

The question recurring upon the call for the 
previous question— 

Mr. GREENWOOD called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Buss and 
Morgan were appointed. 

The House was divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 82, noes 32—no quorum voting. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. As there is no 

uorum present, I move that there be a call of 
the House. 

The motion was agreed to. ; 

The roll was then called; and the following 
members failed to answer to their names: 

Megsrs. Bayly, Bell, Hendley S. Bennett, Bingham, 
Boyce, James H. Campbell, John P. Campbell, Childs, 
Bayard Clark, Ezra Clark, Covode, Crawford, Damrell, 
Davidson, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dunn, English, Etheridge, 
Eustis, Faulkner, Giddings, Augustus Hall, Robert B. Hall, 
Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Herbert, 
Hickman, Hoffman, Houston, Howard, Jewett, Keitt, 
Keisey, Kennett, King, Knox, Kunkel, Lake, Leiter, Alex- 
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ander K. Marshall, Samuel 8S. Marshall, McMullin, John 
G. Miller, Millward, Moore, Mott, Nichols, Norton, Mor- 
decai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Paine, Pearce, Porter, Powell, 
Purviance, Quitman, Ready, Ricaud, Robbins, Robison, 
Rust, Sage, Seward, Sherman, Shorter, Sneed, Stanton, 
Swope,” yson, Underwood, Valk, Wade, Ellihu B. Wash 
burne, Watkins, Wheeler, Whitney, Wood, John V. 


Wright, and Zollicoffer. 


Pending the call of the roll, and before the 
names of the absentees had all been called, 

Mr. SMITH, of “Tennessee, said: As there is 
evidently a large majority of members present, I 
move that all further proceedings in the call be 
dispensed with. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
how many are present. 
that a quorum is present. 


The SPEAKER. One hundred and forty- 


Let us first see 
It is not very evident 


| eight members have answered to their names. 


‘Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I call for 
tellers upon the motion to dispense with further 
proceedings in the call. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Coss, of 
Georgia, and Warson were appointed. 

The tellers took their places, and the House 


| was dividing, when— 


Mr. ALLISON moved that the House adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The House is dividing, and | 
the Chair cannot now entertain the motion. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. Has the list of the 
absentees been called through? 

The SPEAKER. It has not. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I suggest to the gentle- 
man from Tennessee that he withdraw his motion 
until the list of absentees has been called through. 

The tellers then finished the count; and reported 
—ayes 54, noes 60. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

The Clerk then completed the call of the list of 
absentees. ' 

Mr. ALLISON. Is it in order now to move 
to adjourn ? 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. ALLISON. 

Mr. MACE. 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I desire to make an 
inquiry of the Chair before the commencement 
of the call of the roll. What will be the state of 


It is. 
I make the motion. 
Upon that motion I demand the 


| the pending question, upon the report of the gen- 


tleman from New York, if the House now ad- 
journs? 
The SPEAKER. The bill reported by the 


gentleman from New York, the previous ques- 


| tion having been demanded only, will go to the 


Speaker’s table, if the House now adjourns. 

Mr. ALLISON. I wish to propound a ques- 
tion to the chairman of the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Irise to a question of order. 
I object to all matter in the nature of debate. 

Mr. BENNETT. I wish the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania would withdraw his motion to ad- 
journ. 

Mr. CARLILE. I rise toa question of order. 
The motion to adjourn is not debatable; the yeas 
and nays were demanded, and have been ordered, 
and I insist upon the call of the roll. 

The SPEAK 
call the roll. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the negative—yeas 44, nays 85; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Bell, Bocock, Branch, Broom, 


Burnett, Cadwalader, Carlile, Caskie, Howell Cobb, Cox, | 


Craige, Cumback, Dick, Elliott, Florence, Foster, Thomas 
J.D. Fuller, Galloway, Goode, Grow, Harlan, George W. 
Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kidwell, Lumpkin, Humphrey Mar- 


shall, McQueen, Meacham, Morrill, Pennington, Phelps, || 


Reade, Rivers, Roberts, Ruffin, Scott, Samuel A. Smith, 
William Smith, William R. Smith, Talbott, Vail, Warner, 
and Winslow—44. 


NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Allen, Ball, Barbour, | 


Barclay, Barksdale, Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, 
Bishop, Bliss, Bowie, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffinton, Bur- 


lingame, Lewis D. Campbell, Caruthers, Chaffee, Clawson, | 


Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Comins, Cullen, Henry 
Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Denver, Dickson, Dodd, 
Edwards, Emrie, Evans, Flagler, Henry M. Fuller, Gilbert, 
Granger, Greenwood, Haven, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, 
Valentine B. Horton, Hughston, Kelly, Kennett, Knapp, 
Knight, Knowlton, Lindley, Mace, Matteson, Killian Miller. 
Smith Miller, Millson, Morgan, Murray, Parker, Peck, 
Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Puryear, Ritchie, Sabin, Sandidge, 
Sapp, Simmons, Spinner, Stewart, Taylor, Thorington, 


Thurston, Todd, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Walker, | 


Cadwalader C. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, 
Welch, Wells, Williams, Woodruff, and Woodworth—85, 


So the House refused to adjourn. 





ER. The Clerk will proceed to | 


1261 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move to sus- 
pend further proceedings under the call, with a 
view of enabling the gentleman from New York 
to move to recommit his bill, so that we may go 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 
The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 
Mr. BENNETT. I now withdraw the call 
for the previous question, and move to recommit 
the bill to the Committee on Public Lands; and 


, on that I move the ae question. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I believe there is 
not much use in our going into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. I propose 
that we go to the business on the Speaker's table. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I suggest—as it 
can be done without any difficulty—that those 
members who have bills in their hands be allowed 
to report them, that they may be put upon the 
Calendar. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Before moving to go into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, I ask the unanimous consent of the House 
to take fram the Speaker’s table the consular ap- 
propriation bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [ object to taking 
anything from the Speaker’s table out of its order. 
I have no bill there that I have any interest in; 
but | want to take them up in their order, and let 
them be referred. 

Mr. SMITH. To what business is the morn- 
ing hour assigned ? 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour is as- 
signed to the call of the committees for reports. 

Mr. SMITH. Has that hour been exhausted ? 

The SPEAKER. It has been; it commenced 
at ten minutes past twelve. 

Mr. MATTESON. I move that the House 
do now adjourn, 

|| ‘The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
| two o’clock and fifty minutes) the House ad- 
journed ull to-morrow, at twelve o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, May 21, 1856. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Interior, 
communicating, in compliance with a resolution 

_of the Seiate, a statement showing the amount 
of scrip issued for Virginia military land warrants 
under the act of August 31, 1832, the claims 
which have been disallowed, and an estimate 
of the amount necessary to satisfy outstanding 
claims; which was read, and, on motion of Mr. 
Srvart, referred to the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a message from 
the President of the United States, transmitting 
a copy of, and extracts from, dispatches of the 
late Minister of the United States, at London, 
and of his correspondence with Lord Clarendon, 
which accompanied them, relative to the enlist- 
ment of soldiers for the British Army, within 
the United States, by agents of the Government 
of Great Britain, received since the President’s 
message upon the subject of the 27th February 
last; which, on motion of Mr. Wetter, was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
and ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr.SUMNER presented the petition of Charles 


| Holmes, praying that a register may be issued 
for a foreign-built vessel called the Mary of St. 
John, purchased by him in a wrecked condition, 
when he shall give satisfactory evidence that the 
same has been repaired in the United States; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, 
| Mr. PUGH presented the petition of Henry 
|| Fried, praying for the redemption of certain Con- 
|| tinental money issued to his father, Adam Fried, 
‘| for services as a volunteer in the revolutionary 
war; which was_referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
| Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to whom was referred the 
| petition of the Fireman’s Insurance Company of 
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Washingtona c 
No. 325) to extend the charter of the president 
and directors of the Fireman’s Insurance Com- 
pany of Washington and Georgetown, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; which was read, and passed to 
asecond reading. The report was ordered to be 
printed. , ; 

Mr. TOUCEY, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the memorial 
of Charles Stearns, submitted a report, accom- 
panied by a bill (S. No. 326) for his relief; which 
was read, and passed to a second reading. The 
report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. COLLAMER, from the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, to whom were 
referred the petition of J. 8. Richardson, and the 
petition of Luther V. Bell, submitted a report, 
accompanied by a bill (S. No. 327) to test the 
practicability and usefulness of the atmospheric 
telegraph; which was read, and passed to a second 
‘reading. 

Mr. WELLER, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (11. 
R. No. 99) to amend an “Act to provide for the 
payment of horses and other property lost or 
destroyed in the military service of the United 
States,’’ approved March 3, 1849, reported it with 
amendments. 

BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. FOOT asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 324) to 
permit the Legislature of lowa to determine for 
that State the application of a grant of lands here- 
tofore made to the State to aid inthe construction 
of certain railroads; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

CAPE DE VERDE ISLANDS. 


Mr.SEWARD. Lask the Senate now to take 
up the joint resolution from the House (J. R. No. 
16) which was read a second time yesterday, for 
manning a vessel for the relief of the Cape de 
Verde Islands. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to consider 
the joint resolution. 

Mr. SEWARD. [learn from my colleague 
{Mr. Fis] that the Committee on Naval Affairs 
desire to have that resolution referred to them, as 
it is possible that the Secretary of the Navy may 
not have a sufficient number of men to spare. 
Therefore, as the desire is expressed by them, I 
will move that the joint resolution be referred to 
that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 


SAMUEL A. MORSE. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I reported from the Com- 


mittee on Commerce, some time since, aresolution | 


referring the claim of Samuel A. Morse to the 
Court of Claims. The Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr. BropHeap] soon after made a motion 
to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was passed. I ask that that question may be 
taken up now. Itcan be disposed of in a few 
minutes. 

This is the state of the case: 
referred back to the Committee on Commerce, 
with instructions to report a certain resolution 


referring it to the Courtof Claims. The committee | 


were directed to report certain instructions to the 
court. I thought at the time that that was wrong; 
but the resolution which the committee reported 
was simply in accordance with the vote of the 
Senate. | understand it is because the resolution 
contains instructions to the court, that the Sena- 
tor from Pennsylvania objects to it. 1 only desire 
to say that it will meet my view if it be so 
amended as to be a simple vote of reference, as | 


think it ought to be, and as it would have been | 


if | had drawn the resolution according to my 


own judgment; but I acted under the instructions 
of the Senate. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I ask for the reading of 
the resolution, and then I have a suggestion to 
make in regard to it. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 


Resolved, That the petition and accompanying papers of 
Samuel A. Morse, for relief for capturing a British armed 
Vessel and launch, with ber guns, cargo, tackle, and apparel, 
be referred te the Court of Claims, and the residuc of said 
claim be referred to said court, to be allowed, if, upon the 
principles of the special acts heretofore passed by Congress 
in furtherance of the aet of March 19, 18l4, the same can 
equilably be allowed. 


‘1- 


nd Georgetown, reported a bill (S. 
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Mr. BRODHEAD. If the Senate agree ‘to | 


reconsider this resolation, I shall move to strike | 


out the last clause. 
Senate that we cannot give instructions to the 
court. The jurisdiction of the eourt is conferred 


It must be apparent to the | 


on it by an act of Congress; and one branch of | 
Congress eannot confer additional jurisdiction. 
The simple reference of the case will give juris- | 


diction to the court under the act organizing it. 


The motion to reconsider the vote by which | 


the bill was passed was agreed to. l 
Mr. BRODHEAD. I now move to strike out 


all instructions to the court, so as to make it a | 


simple resolution for the reference of the claim. 


The words which I propose to strike out are: | 


‘**to be allowed if, upon the principles of the spe- || 


cial acts heretofore passed by Congress in further- | 


ance of the act of March 19, 1814, the same can 


equitably be allowed,’’ so that the resolution will || 


read: 
Resolved, That the petition and aceompanying papers 


of Samuel A. Morse, for relief, fercapturing a British armed | 
vessel, or launch, with her guns, cargo, tackle, and apparel, | 


be seferred to the Court of Claims, and the residue of said 
claim be referred to the said court. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 


resolution as amended. 


'» Mr. STUART. Still, the language ought to 
be modified; and I move to amend it so that the | 


last clause will read: 


And that the residue of said elaim be also referred to the 
said court. 


The amendment was agreed to; and the reso- 


lution as amended was adopted. 
GREENSBURG LAND DISTRICT. 
Mr. SLIDELL. 


:-nS Ee aeeneeeneee 


ean 
for his relief. I desire to ask the Senate afi 
making a brief statement, to allow the bill 13 er 
at once. a 

I hold in my hand the petition, and also th. 
certificate of the surgeon and purser of the i. 
but, without reading them, I will state that J : 
Nugent isa native of the city of Ne y 
twenty-six years of age, and ts an exceedingly 
intelligent seaman. Last year, on board th. 
United States ship Germantown, while firing , 
salute in honor of the birth-day of the Queen of 
Spain, in the port of Montevideo, he lost both 
his arms. They were both amputated, and hp 
| is now utterly helpless. The committee hay, 
framed a bill precisely in accordance with the bill 
passed in 1850, giving a pension to Thomas Den- 
nis, who was afflicted in the same manner while 
firing a salute in the port of Gibraltar, on the 
birth-day of a foreign sovereign. In consider. 


John 
Ww York, 


| ation of the pitiable condition of this man, the 





I ask the consent of the Sen- || 


ate to take up a bill of some local importance, | 


which, I think, will lead to no debate on a sim- 


ple statement of the purpose which it is intended | 


to promote. 


It is the bill (®. No. 204) to fix the | 


graduation periods for lands in the Greensburg | 


district, in the State of Louisiana. 


The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 


considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
It provides that, in classifying the unsold and 
unappropriated 


nublic lands in the district of || 


Greensburg, subyect to sale under the graduation | 
act of August 4, 1854, the respective periods re- | 


| ferred to in that act shall be compute 


from the | 


dates on which the lands became subject to pri- | 


| vate entry, after the first of original offerime of || 2 : 
y» - S || book if desired. 


| the same. 


Mr. SLIDELL. I will state very briefly the 


object of this bill. The lands in the Greensburg | : 
i © || precedent before.us recites the facts in the same 


district were offered for sale in the regular course 
twenty years ago. 


in 1835. The purchasers, finding that the invest- 


A considerable quantity of || 


lands was entered at a period of great speculation || ; 
P 2 I || amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


| ment had been a bad one, circulated a report which | reading, read the third time, and passed. 


|| obtained the credence for a time of the Commis- || 


| sioner of the General Land Office, that the sur- | 


| veys in that district had been fraudulent, that the 
| lands were net properly designated by the sur- 


be necessary. That resurvey was ordered; and 
during the pendency of it, and until it was com- 


'| pleted, the lands were not opened in regular | 


ublic sale, as they had been before. | mitee of the WEhels. 


| course for 
| I willadd that the lands in the district generall 
' are of the most worthless character; they are all 


| = barrens; and the only object of the speculation | 
) 


y which so many of them were sold in 1835, 
| was the prospect of a certain railroad being com- 


pleted in their vicinity. That railroad was never |; 


commenced. By the report from the Commis- 


sioner of the General Land Office accompanying | 
the bill, it appears that it meets the sanction of | 


that branch of the Government, and I am satisfied 


|| that there can be no objection, either of policy 


| or of public interest, against the passage of the 
| bill. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 


It was read the third time, and 
) passed. 
} JOHN NUGENT. 


Mr. MALLORY. The Committee on Naval 
| Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of 
| John Nugent, a disabled seaman, praying for a 
pension, have had the same under consideration, 


and haw direeted me to report « bill (8. No. 338) 


|| veys under which these sales were made, and that | 


j |, nearly an entire tesurvey of the district would | 
That claim was 


| committee desire that the bill shall pass at onee 
| if possible, in order that it may get through th. 
| other House. It gives to Nugent a pension of 
| thirty dollars. I ask that it may be read, taken 
| up, and passed. It stands on its own merits, 
The bill was read the first and second time by 
| unanimous consent, and considered as in Com- 
@nittee of the Whole. It proposes ‘to grant a pen- 
sion of thirty dollars per month, to commence op 
| the 31st of January, 1856, and to be paid out of the 
Navy pension fund, to John Nugent, who, while 


|| engaged in the performance of his duty on board 


of the United States sloop of war Germantown, 
on the 19th of November, 1855, when at Monte- 
video, and while in the act of firing a salute in honor 
| ef the birth-day of the Queen of Spain, had one 
of his arms blown off, and the other arm so badly 
shattered that amputation was necessary. It js 
_ provided that this pension shall be in lieu of any 
pension or allowance to which he may now be 
entitled by law. 
Mr. HAMLIN. This is acurious bill. Iam 
for it; but it seems to me that the argumentative 
gart of the bill, or the statement of facts on which 
it is founded, ought to be stricken out, and ought 
| to form no part of the bill. ° 
Mr. MALLORY. The only object of insert- 
ing the statement in the body of the bill is that 
this may not form a precedent for giving thirty 
| dollars per month to seamen wounded in any 
| other manner. A bill similar to this has been 
passed before, which I will read from the statute- 


It is not necessary. 


| Mr. HAMLIN. 
I will not reagl it, but the 


Mr. MALLORY. 


way. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 


INDIANA YEARLY MEETING OF FRIENDS. 


| Mr. PUGH. I should be much obliged to the 
| Senate if they would take up the bill, (8S. No. 288,) 

reported by myself from the Committee on Pub- 
‘lic Lands, to grant the right of preémption in 
certain lands to the Indiana Yearly Meeting of 


|| the Society of Friends. 


| amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a || 
|| third reading. 





| 


The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
| read the second time} and considered as in Com- 


| ae proposes to” authorize the Indiana Yearly 
| Meeting of the Society of Friends, by such com- 
| mittee or agent as it may appoint for that purpose, 
| to select and locate three hundred and twenty 
acres of the lands within that portion of the 
Shawnee country, in Kansas Territory, between 
the Missouri State line and a line west thereof, 
thirty miles distant and parallel thereto, as de- 
scribed in the treaty with the Shawnee Indians, 
dated the 10th of May, 1854, in addition to the 
three hundred and twenty acres set apart to the 
Friends’ Shawnee Labor School or Mission by 
the treaty. The patent is to issue on payment of 
| $1 25 per acre, and the lands are not to be alien- 
ated without the previous consent of Congress. 
Mr. PUGH. if any Senator wishes to have 
the bill explained beyond what is shown by the 
ee report, I shall be able to do it; but if there 
no objection Isuppose it will not be necessary. 
Mr. BIGGS. roe the reading of the bill, 
certainly do not approve its principle—the recog- 
nition of a religious society to which we are to 


make a special grant of land. 1 believe it is 
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,consistent with the spirit of our institutions thus | 
to mix up religious societies with our legislation. 
| think it is inconsistent with the true policy and 
the principles of this Government thus to make 
gpecial grants of land to any religious denomina- | 
tion. I am utterly opposed to the principle. | 
Why should this or that society of religious in- 
jividuals call upon Congress to legislate for their || 
special benefit? Let them go forward under the || 
weneral law which authorizes them to take up 
jands as individuals do, instead of applying for a 
special grant by an act of Congress for their 
benefit. ans . 

Mr. PUGH. My friend from North Carolina 
misunderstands the bill. The Baltimore, Ohio, | 
and Indiana yearly meetings of this religious | 
society almost forty years ago established a mis- || 
sion with the Shawnee tribe of Indians, then 
jocated in the northwestern portion of the State || 
of Ohio. It was the first missionary enterprise || 
with that tribe. The society, at its own expense, || 
made valuable improvements, and continued labor- | 
ing with those Indians until they were removed | 
west of the Mississippi: and then, at the request 
of the chiefs and councilors of the tribe, they | 
removed the mission to the present location of 
the Indians in Kansas Territory. The control 
of the matter, for the present, is in the hands of | 
the Indiana yearly meeting, and, therefore, the | 
bill names them, to the exclusion of the Baltimore 
and Ohio yearly meetings. In the treaty which 
was made with the Shawnee Indians, they reserved 
for themselves certain tracts of lands for the ben- 
efit of these missionary establishments. They | 
are schools for the education of the Indian youth. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church, I think, had 
an entire section reserved by that treaty. This 
mission was entitled to a reservation which is 
described in the bill; but it was discovered after- 
wards that a tract of land alone, having no 
timber upon it, was insufficient to maintain the 
mission, and the Indians themselves, in their 
council, have agreed upon, and set off to the 
society, the tract which we now propose that 
they shall have the right to preémpt. The act 
of the Indians has been approved by the Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs. It has been approved 
also by the Commissioner of the General Land | 
Office. 

Inasmuch as the preémption law requires an | 
individual to enter upon the land and cultivate it 
as a farm for his own use, and not for the use of 
any other person, there is a technical objection 
to the perfection of that title. They do not ask 
any grant of land; they ask the privilege of pay- 
ing for itat $1 25 per acre. It is no part of the 
public lands now reserved; it is part of the Indian 
reservation; and the Indians themselves, for the 
sake of continuing this missionary establishment, | 
are desirous that this grant shall be made. 

The matter was fully explained in the report | 
which I made from the committee, which con- 
tained a quotation from the letter of the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office. The Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs drew the bill, and I have | 
but modified it in a very few particulars, and 
those only to make it more specific, and to add 
a prohibition of any alienation of the property | 
without the consent of Congress, so that it can | 
never be used for purposes of private specula- 
tion. It will be confined asa sacred trust for the 
benefit of the Indians. I am certainly not inclined 
to make special grants to any persons, and least | 
of all to religious societies; but I think that when 
this society, so humble and unobtrusive in its 
charities, has been with these Indians so long, it 
is little enough for us to enable it to continue its 
mission. In order to do so this is indispensable. 

Mr. BIGGS. The Senator from Ohio, I trust, || 
will not take up the opinion that I oppose the bill 
because of this religious denomination or its pe- 
culiar tenets. My objection is just as strong to 
any other as to this; but the remarks which he 
has made have not satisfied me at all of the pro- 
priety of the grant. He admits that it is ne- 
cessary for Congress to make a special grant to 
enable this society, as a religious denomination, | 
to acquire this land. It is to that principle that | 

am opposed. I object to any legislation for the |) 
purpose of bringing into Congress the peculiar i 
tenets of any religious denomination in this coun- | 
try. Lam opposed to this bill because it is one 1 
of numerous attempts on the part of religious || 
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country for the purpose of obtaining grants of | 


land, or privileges, which they cannot obtain as 
individuals; and the appeal is made to us to make 
the grant because it is for a religious denomina- 
tion. 

Mr. PUGH. I beg my friend’s pardon; the 
appeal is made to us because it is for a school. 
However, I think the Senate understands it. A 
few days since, in executive session, a treaty was 


| ratified—I presume I may speak of it, because it 


has been ratified—in which the same privileges 


| were given to other mission schools established 


by other denominations; but in the case of Indians 


| the principle has been settled by so many prece- 


dents that it is not worth while to debate it. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a | 
. . \ . 
| third reading. It was read the third time, and 


passed. 
JARED L. ELLIOTT. 

Mr. FOOT. I ask the Senate to take up a bill 
reported from the Committee on Public Lands 
by the honorable Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Puen, } 
om bounty land to a chaplain in the Army. 

presume there will be no objection to it. Itis 


|| the bill (S. No. 261) granting bounty land to 


Jared L. Elliott. 


The motion was agreed to; and the bill was | 
|| read a second time, and considered as in Com- 
| mittee of the Whole. 

Under its.provisions the Secretary of the Inte- | 


rior will be authorized to cause a warrant to be 
issued to Jared L. Elliott, late chaplain in the 
Army, for one hundred and sixty acres of land, 
as bounty, upon the production ef such pfhofs 
of identity and term of service as are, or may be, 
required by law. 

The petitioner was employed at Fort Atkin- 
son, Iowa, from 1845 to 1849, as scho6@l-teacher 
and post chaplain. Subsequent to February, 
1847, the troops at Fort Atkinson were ordered 
to Mexico, and the petitioner applied for leave 


|to accompany them as an attaché of the com- 


mand. ‘This request was denied by the adju- 
tant general, and he continued in service at the 
fort, with two companies of lowa volunteers, 
until after the conclusion of the war. The sev- 
enth section of the act approved February 11, 
1847, contains the provision: ‘‘'That the chap- 


lains now attache to the regular Army, and | 
| stationed at different military posts, may, at the 


discretion of the Secretary of War, be required to 
repair to the army in Mexico whenever a major- 
ity of the men at the posts where they are re- 


, spectively stationed shall have leftthem for service 


in the field; and should any of the said chaplains 
refuse or decline to do this, when ordered so to 
do by the adjutant general, the offiee of such 
chaytain shall be deemed vacant, and the pay and 
emoluments thercof be stopped.’’ (U.S. Stat- 
tutes, Vol. 9, p. 124.) The petitioner was desir- 
ous of going to Mexico with his appropriate 


|command, as contemplated by the act of Con- 


gress, and made an urgent application of that 
character to the adjutant general. He was not 
ordered, however, to service in the field, but, in- 
stead, was detained for duty in garrison with the 
Towa volunteers. These troops have all received 


'| bounty land, upon the idea that they were in 


actual service during the war, and it is difficult to 
perceive any difference between their cases and 
the ease of the petitioner. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading; and it was read the third time. 

Mr. BIGGS. Ido notexactly understand this 
bill. Ido not wish to be troublesome; but the 


bill, if | understand it, is to grant bounty land to | 
a chaplain who is not within the provisiens of the | 
| general law. 


Mr. FOOT. It is an individual case, and does 
not come within the general provisions of the 
bounty land law, although a general provision is 


, made fer chaplains in the Army and naval service. 
For some cause, this case is an exception to the | 
| generalrule. There is amere technical objection 


to it; it comes within the spirit of the general act. 
The bill was passed. 


COMPENSATION OF PENSION AGENTS. 


Mr. SEWARD. Iask the Senate to take up 


the bill (5S. No. 146) making provision to com- 
ensate agents for paying 
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| It has been made the special order for the morning 
hour heretofore. 

Mr. STUART. I think it is hardly worth 
while to take up that bill now. We have but 
sixteen minutes of the morning hour left, at the 
expiration of which time the speeial order of the 
day will come up. This is a bill which I know 
will involve a good deal of discussion. The Sen- 
ator from Georgia, [Mr. Toomas,] as well as 
myself, intends to say something about it. 

Mr. SEWARD. My object was to have it 
taken up so that it might again take its place in 
| the regular course of business. [t has been laid 
| Over for some time. I will move to make it the 
special order for some otherday. I did not wish 
it to be lost sight of. ’ 

_ Mr. STUART. I would suggest that it has 

its place among the special orders now, and it 

|| will stand so until we reach it regularly. 

Mr. SEWARD. ~ I will endeavor to eall it up 
to-morrow in the morning hour, and for the pres- 

ent withdraw my motion. 


-—> —= 


HOUSE BILL REFBRRED. 
The bill (H. R. No. 186) for the relief of W. 


| M. F. Magraw, was read the first and second 
times by unanimous consent, and, on motion of 
Mr. Bropueap, referred to the Committee on the 
Post Offiee and Post Roads. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of 
| Representatives, by Mr. Cuniom, their Clerk, 
announcing that the House had passed a bill (H. 
R. No. 326) granting public lands to the State of 
Wisconsin, to aid in tke construction of rail- 
| roads in said State. On motion of Mr. Dope, 
the bill was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 


NAVAL RETIRING BOARD. 

Mr. MALLORY. There is a privileged ques- 
| tion which, as I understand, comes up at half 
yastone o'clock. The special order is the naval 
bil, which was fixed for one o’alock. Anticipating 
that hour by a few minutes, I ask the Senate to 
take up that bill now, as the Senator from Vir- 
| ginia (Mr. Mason] is ready to proceed on it. I 
suppose we can take a vote on the question when 
he gets through. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I think the privileged ques- 
tion comes up at one o’clock. We shall certainly 
not have time to get through the naval bill. 

Mr. MALLORY. I understood that the hour 
fixed was half past one o’clock. 

The PRESIDENT. The hour appointed was 
one o’clock. 

Mr. MALLORY. Then I withdraw my motion, 
for we shall not have time to get through with it. 

Mr. CASS. The Senator from Virginia [Mr. 
| Mason] desires to address the Senate on the 
| naval question. He was shut out yesterday. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I was desirous that we 
should take a vote this morning on the veto 
message of the President. 

Mr. CASS. ‘The Senator from Virginia had 
| the right yesterday to proceed, but did not get an 
| opportunity, and he desires now to address the 
Senate. We ought to indulge him. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. [shall make no objection, 

Mr. MALLORY. Lrenew my motion. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committce of the Whole, resumed the cormid- 
eration of the bill (S. No. 113) to amend the act 
eutitled ** An act to promote the efficiency of the 
Navy.”’ 

Mr. MASON. I have no design or desire to 
detain the Senate very long by the remarks whieh 
I have to make on this bill; but, although I took 
some little part in the debate as it progressed at 
'|a former period of the session, I did not, in a 
|| continueus form, present the objections which 
have forcibly impressed me to the measures of 
redress which have been brought before the Sen- 
ate in the report of the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
I have examined that report with some care, and 
listened with attention and instruction to the com- 
ments made upon it by the honorable gentleman 
wlio is at the fread of that committee, [Mr. Mat- 
Lony.] They have failed to satisfy me, however, 
that the public service does not require stronger 
intervention than is proposed by the committee, 

The report of the committee is occupied in its 








nsions, and prescrib- || earlier part in laying before the Senate the views 


denominations to come into the legislation of the l ing the tine and manner of settling their accounts. || of various Secretaries of the Navy upon the 
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actual condition of the Navy, and the necessity | the#r duties from moral as well as physical causes. | reserved list with full-leave pay. 


for some reorganization. Mr. President, it is 
yart of the boast of our country, that our Navy, 
ai its earliest beginning in the Revolution, up 
to the period when the law was passed at the 
last session to raise this naval board, never in a 
single instance showed itself incompetent or 
inequal to any occasion in which it was placed. 
J think ' may challenge the attention of the Sen- 
ate to point out one single instance in the history 
of our Navy—except the unfortunate case some 
fifty years ago, of the Chesapeake—where any 


officer of the Navy, in command in any part of | 
the world, or of any grade, has shown himself | 


unequal to the occasion, in preserving and pro- 
tecting the honor of his country, and exalting 
its name. That I believe to be the true condition 
of the naval service; and the history of that con- 
dition is inscribed in the memory of the country. 
Jt is notremarkable, then, when a board of officers 
of that Navy presented ‘nearly one third of the 


whole naval service within the prescribed limits || 


of the grades, that is to say, down to midship- 
men, as for some reason unfit to remain in the 
Navy at all, or to be retained in active service, 
that the sense of the country should have been 
shocked, as it has been, by the proceedings of 
the board, and the results of those proceedings. 

The action of this board has been, to a great 
extent, if not altogether justified by the honorable 
chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
by the report of his committee upon the recom- 
mendations of the various Secretaries who have 
asked the aid of Congress to produce a reorgan- 
ization of the Navy. I have scanned those reports 
with some care, and I find throughout the object 
of all the Secretaries to be to furnish a retired list 
on which might be placed officers who-were incom- 
petent from causes that disabled them for active 
service. [thas been the custom in the military ser- 
vice of all nations tomake some provision for their 
military officers, as well as for their subordinates, 
soldiers, and sailors, who have beea incapaci- 
tated after long service from rendering further 
service to their country. 

We have made no such provision; and the sole 
reason has been, as all gentlemen know, the reluc- 
tance of the Congress of the United States to in- 
stitute a system of pensions, bringing with us, as 
a tradition of our ancestry,a feeling of odium and 
aversion to the overgrown pension lists of the Old | 


World. 


representatives, to begin this pension system. 
But these Secretaries informed Congress from 
time to time, and through many Administrations, 
that there was a necessity in the Navy for making 
some provision for officers who really were incom- 
yetent to service; first from justice to the service 
itself, to get rid of this decayed matter, and sec- | 
ondly, from justice to the younger officers of the 
service in whose path of promotion these incum- 
brances were found. 

If 1 can correctly apprehend the recommend- | 
ations of those Secretaries, that was the theory 


THE 


The sole reason, as I understand, why | 
we have nothad aretired list long ago, in the true | 
and correct form of a retired list, has been the | 
reluctance of the country, as evinced through its | 
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| That may be so. I am not going to controvert 
it. Iam not going to argue upon this floor and 
in this presence that a man of a notoriously bad 
| moral 
country abroad, or be retained in its service; but 
I do insist upon this, as the privilege of the 
meanest and the humblest in the land, that if he 
| is to be disrated, because of charges against his 
| character, he shall be heard, be put upon his de- 
| fense, be allowed to confront his accuser and his 
| witnesses, and be heard in his own defense. 
The law of 1855 never contemplated such action 
as has been had by this board. Why, sir, what 
| has been done? The honorable Senator from 
Delaware [Mr. Cayton] went into a labored 
| argument to prove the power of the President to 
| doeverything that has been done in the execution 
| of the law of the last session. The honorable 
|| Senator might just as well have said that the 
| President could do it without the law. The Pres- 
ident unquestionably can dismiss from the service 


| 


| any officer that he pleases, and he need assign no | 
reason for it; that is executive power; or, through | 


|| the Secretary of the Navy, he may place any 
| officer whom he pleases upon the furlough list, 
| and not bring him back again into active service; 
| that is the furlough law; but I utterly deny that 
| any President, any executive officer, or any judi- 


|| cial officer, would ever present himself before his || 


countrymenand say, ‘* [struck at the man because 
of his bad moral character without having given 
him a hearing.”’ 
country to arraign officers in both branches of 


the service—the Army and the Navy—for what? || 


For®* conduct unbecoming an officer and a gen- 
| tleman;”’ 
| unbecoming an officer and a gentleman, upon a 

trial and a hearing, he is dismissed from the ser- 
| vice. Who ever heard (unless the case was so 


| flagrant as to dispense with trial) of any man | 
| being dismissed from the service, or any man | 


|| being disrated, or charges brought forward affect- 
| ing his character, without his having an opportu- 
|| nity of being heard ? 


| What has been the consequence of this course | 
Why, this board have recom- | 


(| of proceeding ? 
| oe . 

| mended some one hundred and fifty officers—I 

|| speak in general terms—to be placed upon the 

| retired list; a small proportion of them, how 
many I do not remember, with leave-of-absence 
pay, which is the largest pay given to an officer 
who is not in active service, and the residue with 
furlough pay. The report of the Naval Com- 
mittee, at page 31, uses this language: 

“Your committee deem it proper to say that they have 
carefully examined the origin and sprovisions of the law 
creating the reserved list, and they fiud that in the commit- 
tee who reported it, in all the arguments suStaining it in 
Congress, in the judgment of the Secretary of the Navy, as 
evinced in his annual report, and his ‘regulations,’ as 
well as in the judgment of the board itself, throughout its 
deliberations, it was regarded as an honorable retirement, 
provided by a grateful country, in remembrance of past 
public service.”’ 


That is the character ascribed to the whole 
retired list in the report of the Naval Committee; 


|| and they verify it by the highest reference which 


on which Congress was advised to intervene by || they could make—to the judgment of the Secre- 


legislation to enable it to be done. It was, in 
truth, to provide a retired list for disabled officers 


tary, the chief of that service, *‘ as evinced,’’ say 
they, ‘* in his annual report and his regulations. *? 


in the Navy. Now, what has the board denc? || I was struck with this expression, because, in 
I think it may be demonstrated, not from the || looking to the ‘* regulations,’’ as they are called, 
action of the board alone, but fromthe arguments || of the Secretary, I found that the very opposite 


used in the report of the Naval Committee and 
from the documents emanating from the Secre- 
tary, that the law has been used to thin the ranks, 
to reduce the number of officers for the purpose 
of letting into promotion those who had been too | 
long delayed, and they have done it without a | 
scrupulous, exact, never-swerving regard to the | 
real duty for which they were deputed—to retire | 
none but such as were really disahjed. 
They have done more. As I conceive, by an | 
utter misconception of the law, and in that miscon- 
ception by a most cruel dispensation of the law, | 
they have put men upon their trial upon charges | 
of moral delinquency or moral turpitude of every | 
kind, without a hearing; and, accordingly, as the 
judgment of the board inclined upon that sort of 
tesumony—ez parte testimony—have visited upon 
them the infliction and the degradation of being , 
disrated in the service. I am aware that both 
the chairman and the Secretary have taken the | 


| ground was taken. While, the Secretary says, 
those who are on the retired list, and are allowed 
their full pay, cannot be subjected to any imputa- 
| tion whatever, those who are on the furlough 
list are subjected to imputation, and the burden 
of showing that they are not properly subject to 
itis thrown upon them; but the report of the 
Naval Committee says, that those who are placed 
on the retired list are to consider that a compli- 
ment has been paid to them by a grateful coun- 
try, and for proof of it refers to the instructions 
of the Secretary of the Navy. I will read what 
the Secretary said in that miscalled letter of in- 
struction. At page 25 the report gives that letter. 
In it the Secretary says: 
“1 fear a misapprehension may exist in the minds of 
some in regard to the position before the country of officers 


placed on the reserved list with full leave-of-absence 
pay.” 


The fear was that misapprehension might exist 


ground that men may be incompetent to perform || in the minds of some, as to officers placed on the 


BE. 


character should bear the honors of his | 


Itis the common practice of the || 


and if he be found guilty of conduct | 


May 23, 


In regar é 
|| them he says: a, 


a. It is no degradation; it is rather a high coy 
|| The pay is liberal, and amply sufficient to the comfortabic 
support of the officer and his family. Indeed, it js the - "4 
| erous act of a Government saying to the meritor ¥ 
||‘ You have served with fidelity, and now, as you hay 
| become incompetent to the severe duties of naval lite en 
| can rest from the labors of your profession without care . 
| anxiety as to your support, as we have provided for it.» « 
| That is the language which he says the countr 
holds to those who are placed on the retired list 
| with full-leave pay. What does he say of those 
| —the great mass—who were placed on the fur. 
lough list? The Secretary. proceeds: 


|| «Nor, gentlemen, do I consider that it will be necessarj; 
| a degradation or a mark of govermental displeasure for an 
officer to be placed on furlough, which is half leave-of-qp. 

| sence pay, because he may have become really INCOMpetent 

| tothe discharge of his duties, and yet may not have seryeq 

| so long and faithfully, and with such credit, as to entitle hig 
to the highest compensation to the reserved.” 

There the Secretary draws the distinction— 
| and draws it correctly—in favor of those who 

are on the retired list, with the full leave-of-al). 
sence pay. Whether they have been correct} 
|| or incorrectly dealt with in being so retired, hie 
| says there can be no possible imputation on them 
_ because the fact that they were given full pay js 
conclusive that there was no charge affeciine 
their characters. He discriminates between that 
list and the furlough list. As to the furlough 
| list, he says, again correctly, that from the desien 
of the furlough list it is not ** necessarily” to be 
inferred as a degradation, for it might peradven- 
ture be that they had not served long enough to 
entitle them to full pay, and yet had really com- 
| mitted no moral wrong. 
I say, then, that the statement which I first 
read from the report of the Committee on Naval 
|| Affairs is not borne out by the authority to which 
| it refers, and it could not be, for none can have 
heard the debate in the Senate in regard to the 
retired officers without being satisfied that, al- 
|| though there was no imputation on the reserved 
list, those on the furlough list were thrown into 
a common mass; and if any officer upon that list 
believed that he had been put there, not because of 
anything affecting his moral character, it devolved 
/on him to show it—the burden of proof was on 
| him. None can go into the world and converse 
with these officers without being aware that the 
|iron has entered into their soul; that they are 
deeply mortified, humiliated, conscious that they 
| have been degraded; in a vast proportion of in- 
| stances, doubtless, conscious also that they have 
been unworthily and hardly dealt by. ‘ The 
heart knoweth its own bitterness.”’ 

I say, Mr. President, in common justice, apart 
from the strict requirements of law, in the ordi- 
nary and decent charities of life, this wrong never 
should have been inflicted upon a body of honor- 
able men, because it was very easy to exempt 
them from it by the action of the board and the 
declaration of the Executive, that none should be 
put upon the furlough list but those who were 
placed there because of mental or physical in- 
capacity. Although it may be that moral incapa- 
city would equally require them to be disrated, 
they had a right to be heard, and that policy 
ought never to have been departed from. 

I have presented these views to show why I 
consider that it is due to the country, due to the 
service, due to the equity of the age in which we 
| live, that this great wrong upon a body of honor- 
able men and upon an honored corps, should be 
redressed, and redressed by the only power that 
can do it—by the intervention of Congress. 

Now, I propose to show, if I can, that this law 
(which I have always said, and said on former 
occasions, was an unfortunate one in its policy) 
has been misconceived, misconstrued, perverted 
in the manner in which it has been carried into 
execution. The law did no more than authorize 
the Secretary of the Navy to convene a board of 
officers of prescribed grades, instructing them to 
make a ‘‘ careful examination ”’ into the condi- 
tion of their brother officers, and to report those 
who, in their judgment, should be either dropped 
from the Navy or disrated. The law prescribed 
no regulations under which the board should act. 
|| It put no limitation whatever upon them; but it 
required the Secretary of the Navy to prescribe 
| the regulations by which the board should be 

overned. Now, I submit to the Senate that the 
Recretary of the Navy prescribed no regulations 
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